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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – AUGUST 2015 

Chairperson’s Letter 
Dear Members 

Welcome to the August 2015 issue of Communique. There have been a number of 
activities over the last couple of months of which I would like to provide an update. 
The Board has continued to conduct the business of ACCYPN in line with the 
College’s Objects (as outlined in our Constitution). Below, I have linked our 
activities of the last two months under some of the key objects: 

Advocacy 
The College continues to advocate for the health and wellbeing of asylum seeking 
and refugee children through involvement in the development of a joint statement 
calling for appropriate infant and young child feeding support for mothers and 
caregivers of infants and young children in immigration detention. The joint 
statement is under development and due for release soon. 

Professional Development 
The Board approved commencement of work on the development of the Learning 
on Demand site within the Knowledge Centre section of the ACCYPN website. Very 
soon you will have the ability to browse our catalogue of on-line professional 
development and make purchases through the convenience of an on-line shopping 
cart facility, giving you immediate access to on-line learning.  

Influencing Practice 
The Board has approved the release of the draft Standards of Practice Survey and 
I’m excited to announce that Edith Cowan University has joined ACCYPN as a 
Corporate Partner supporting the development of the Standards. The survey will be 
sent to all members and is your opportunity to contribute to their development. The 
Standards will replace the Competencies for the Specialist Paediatric and Child 
Health Nurse, and set the minimum standards for nurses caring for children and 
young people. They will play an important role in supporting nursing curriculum 
development, clinical performance assessment and credentialing in the specialty. 

I’m pleased to advise that the Board has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses and four other specialty 
nursing organisations to progress the credentialing project. Credentialing 
ambassadors have been recruited and I would like to welcome the members who 
will be undertaking this important role in promoting and supporting the process. 
Ambassadors will be attending workshops in the coming months to prepare them 
for credentialing. 

Governance 
The ACCYPN Strategic Plan 2015-18 has recently been released and outlines the 
College direction for the coming few years. I encourage you to read the Plan and 
consider how you may be involved in contributing to the achievement of the 
College objectives. I will look forward to updating members of our progress as we 
go along. 

It is a privilege to work in the area of children and young people’s health care, and 
to be able to influence the health and wellbeing of children and young people and 
future adult Australians. Through ACCYPN are influencing health policy and 
standards of care for children and young people. I encourage you to continue to 
promote the College and our activities through your networks, encouraging others 
to become involved through membership of the College. 

Kind Regards 

Cathy Marron - Chairperson, Board of Directors, ACCYPN  

ACCYPN Membership 
Renewals are now due…  

 

See Page 4 for more details! 
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ACCYPN member feedback contributions –  
Queensland Parliament Child Protection Amendment Bill 

Email to ACCYPN BOD Chairperson: The Health and Community Services Committee has completed its examination of 
the Public Guardian Bill 2014, the Family and Child Commission Bill 2014, and the Child Protection Reform 
Amendment Bill 2014, and thanks you for your contribution to the inquiry/ies.  The committee’s reports were tabled 
in the Legislative Assembly on 13 May 2014.  A copy of each report will be mailed to you in the next few days.  The 
reports are also published on the Parliament’s Tabled Papers Database as follows: 

 Report No. 46 – Public Guardian Bill 2014 
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2014/5414T5062.pdf  

 Report No. 47 – Family and Child Commission Bill 2014 
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2014/5414T5064.pdf  

 Report No. 48 – Child Protection Reform Amendment Bill 2014 
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2014/5414T5066.pdf  

 

ACCYPN Queensland members invited to participate in Survey –  
Play in Hospital – Queensland Survey 

The Australian Association of Hospital Play Specialists (AAHPS – see www.aahps.org.au, or follow us at 
www.facebook.com/aahps)  is the peak professional body representing healthcare professionals specialising in child 
development, who utilise their knowledge and skills in play to work with children and young people in the hospital 
setting.  This work is done predominantly through various forms of preparatory, therapeutic and diversional play.  For 
example, hospital play work may include preparing a child for a blood test through medical play; allowing for the 
expression of feelings though a fun activity; or using distraction and play in procedural care. 
  

We are aware that in Queensland other allied health professions – especially nurses, occupational therapists, 
psychologists and social workers – generally fill this role.  AAHPS is keen to find out more about those working in this 
field in Queensland, and about how we can create links and provide support for Queensland-based workers using 
hospital play.  If this applies to you, your participation in this quick survey (just 8 questions!) would assist us greatly. 

Find the survey link here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LXXZ3H9 
 

Currently in other Australian states separate allied health professionals may be employed to specifically do this play-
based work.  You may have heard these professionals referrexample Educational Play  

Release of the Nurse Practitioner Accreditation Standards 2015 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ANMAC is pleased to announce the release of the Nurse Practitioner Accreditation Standards 2015. These Standards 
replace the Nurse Practitioners: Standards and Criteria for the Accreditation of Nursing and Midwifery Courses 
Leading to Registration, Enrolment, Endorsement and Authorisation in Australia—with Evidence Guide February 2009 
published by the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Council. 

 

Correspondence from Clinical Professor Fiona Stoker along with the new Standards, a downloadable FAQ and media 

statement for the launch. Information is available on our website. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Ms Melissa Cooper, A/g Executive Director for Accreditation and 
Assessment Services at Melissa.Cooper@anmac.org.au or by phone on 02 6274 9111. 

 

We are also very interested in hearing from nurses and midwives with the knowledge, skills, experience and 
reputation to assess educational programs. The input of experienced professionals is valuable in helping to ensure 
that programs meet required standards for registration. If you, or anyone you know, would like more information 

about becoming an assessor please view our website, or to apply please click here.  

 

Signy Hildur Eaton Chair in Paediatric Nursing Research 

Please find below the link to a job posting for a tenure stream appointment in the Lawrence S Bloomberg Faculty of 
Nursing and Signy Hildur Eaton Chair in Paediatric Nursing Research at the University of Toronto and SickKids 
Hospital, Toronto, Canada. 

https://utoronto.taleo.net/careersection/10050/jobdetail.ftl?job=1500963 

I would appreciate you drawing this to the attention of potentially interested colleagues. 

Queries in the first instance can be directed to my office: 

Dean.nursing@utoronto.ca

 

Patient Blood Management Guidelines April – June 2015 Update 

The Patient Blood Management Guidelines progress update for the April - June 2015 quarter is now available on the 

National Blood Authority website.  

Any questions from your members about these updates should be sent to guidelines@blood.gov.au.  

  

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 689 Likes on Facebook… 

 

Please continue to share this news within your networks so the good work of ACCYPN reaches right across the 
country.  Our target audience for likes is Nurses involved in caring for children and young people.  

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN                      @ACCYPN     

 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2014/5414T5062.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2014/5414T5064.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2014/5414T5066.pdf
http://www.aahps.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/aahps
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LXXZ3H9
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Nurse_Practitioner_AS_2015_Stakeholder.pdf
http://www.anmac.org.au/sites/default/files/documents/Nurse_Practitioner_Accreditation_Standard_2015_FINAL_0.pdf
http://www.anmac.org.au/sites/default/files/documents/FAQ_for_NP_Accreditation_Standards_2015_FINAL.pdf
http://www.anmac.org.au/sites/default/files/documents/ANMAC_media_release_new_standards_released_NPAS_July_2015_FINAL.pdf
http://www.anmac.org.au/sites/default/files/documents/ANMAC_media_release_new_standards_released_NPAS_July_2015_FINAL.pdf
http://www.anmac.org.au/nurse-practitioner-accreditation-standards
mailto:Melissa.Cooper@anmac.org.au
http://www.anmac.org.au/assessors
http://www.anmac.org.au/expression-interest
https://utoronto.taleo.net/careersection/10050/jobdetail.ftl?job=1500963
mailto:Dean.nursing@utoronto.ca
mailto:Dean.nursing@utoronto.ca
http://www.blood.gov.au/pbm-guidelines-updates
mailto:guidelines@blood.gov.au
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WA Chapter Mid Year Dinner    

The WA Chapter’s midyear dinner went ahead on the 18th June. There were 74 attendees including two speakers and 
our sponsors. It was really nice to see many undergraduate students from the nursing schools. 
 
The committee would like to thank our sponsors who were Hesta, Bayer and Aspen. We are very grateful to the 
sponsors who are always keen to help the WA Chapter’s events. 
 
We also had two representatives from AWCH who spoke about current developments and reminded the audience of 
the advances that AWCH has provided to child healthcare in WA and beyond. 
 
The feedback for the two main speakers about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder was almost universally positive; 
comments included: 
 

 Gave me an insight on how common FASD is and provided me with info to comfortably approach a mother on 
her relationship with alcohol 

 Really good presentations that gave me awareness of a disorder I was fairly unaware of in my community 

 Very interesting, well presented I was unaware of FASD but feel like I am capable to correctly inform others 

 Good venue and set up 

 Amazing presenters, very passionate and enthusiastic, lots of excellent content, not enough time 

 I really liked listening to Dr Mutch because she seemed really enthusiastic, I would have liked her to talk for 
longer 

 Excellent evening, look forward to the next talk / dinner 

 Loved AWCH presentation too 

 

Other news from the WA Chapter: 

The Dorothy Clarke Scholarship is open for applications for WA members. The purpose of this scholarship is to assist 
nurses working with children and young people to access funding for professional development activities that 
enhance their role in children’s health. The closing date was extended to the 15th August 2015. 

We are hoping to develop a WA Chapter Facebook page and are in the process of understanding how this needs to be 
set up. 

The recent Clinical Supper was held on 11 August 2015 with Scott Stokes, the WA nurse of the Year, who presented the 
work he does “Kimberley Kids – The Impact of a Paediatric Nurse Practitioner.” A report on this event will follow in the 
October Edition of Communiqué.   

We would like to thank our sponsors for the night – ENT Technology. 

  
 

 

WA Chapter Report 

There were several constructive criticism comments which 

were about some members of the audience not being able 

to hear all of the presentations. Because we had such 

positive feedback last year about the food and the setup, 

we decided to use the same venue as last year. However; 

we only had half as many attendees last year meaning that 

sound was not an issue. The committee acknowledge the 

volume was not ideal and have secured a PA system to 

address this for future events. We apologise to those 

members who did not hear all of the content. We always 

appreciate comments which are helpful and of course, 

respectful as the committee put a lot of time into the 

organisation of these events. 
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QLD Chapter Event - September 2015 

Topic: Breaking Bad - Violations as risks & adaptions 
Presenters: Matthew Brice BN, DIPAppSc, Studer Coach, Director Fulcrum TRG 
Date: Tuesday 29 September 2015 
Time: 6.00pm - 8.30pm (1 CPD hours) 6.30pm Dinner 
Venue: Olympus Room, The Greek Club, 28 Edmondstone Street, South Brisbane Qld 4101 
 
Members and Non-Members Welcome 
Costs: ACCYPN Members $65.00 / Non Members $80.00 
             Early Bird (pay – extended until 7 September) $55.00 members / $70.00 Non Members 
RSVP: Monday 21 September 2015 (including accompanying payment) 

Catering: Pre-dinner breads & dips, Mains, dessert, tea & coffee included 

Parking: Street Parking own expense (parking  information click here) 

How to Register: 

Member or Non-Member Online Registration / Fax Back Rego Form 

More information: Download Flyer and Rego Form 

Abstract: 
“Breaking the rules can have severe legal, ethical and safety implications, and yet we see it as a common behaviour in 
healthcare. Steps in a process are missed. Policies and guidelines are frequently violated. Yet another Root Cause 
Analysis reports that if the clinicians had followed the protocol the event would not have occurred. 

Why do highly trained professionals cut corners? What are the risks? Could a deeper understanding of the risks and 
benefits of violations help us to better care for our patients, our colleagues and ourselves? And, maybe, just maybe, 
understanding this behaviour might guide us toward a future of safer, more efficient and more reliable healthcare.” 

http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/queensland/  

 
 

 

 

 

 

QLD Chapter Report 

 

 

ACCYPN Membership Renewals / New Members 
ACCYPN Members, if you have not yet renewed, The ACCYPN Constitution requires that we send you one final notice 

which has been sent.  We would encourage you to renew your ACCYPN Membership, to continue to revieve all the 
Member benefits and support the ACCYPN Initatives: 

 Standards of Practice for Children and Young People’s Nurses.  These Standards will replace the 
Competencies for the Specialist Paediatric and Child Health Nurse (Launched in 2000 & reviewed in 2006) 

 Children & Young People’s Nurse Credentialing 
 

Check you have been emailed for the final notice with personalised link to please renew your membership, to 
maintain your access to member benefits (journal access etc).  

New Members are always welcome and they can join online!  http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/   

 

   www.c4n.com.au 

A professional recognition scheme for specialist nurses is on its way! 
Credentialing for Nurses is being established by professional 
organisations and Colleges to ensure the continued governance and 
development of the nursing profession, by the nursing profession. 
Credentialing sets a standardised benchmark for the recognition of 
specialised practice in nursing. It is used by nurses to promote 
quality health care within a given nursing specialty or area of 
practice. Read the full communique and see what people are saying 
about Credentialing! 

http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_May_Flyer_and_Rego_Form.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_May_Flyer_and_Rego_Form.pdf
http://www.thegreekclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Parking-Options-at-The-Greek-Club.pdf
https://cre8itevents.eventsair.com/accypn-membership-20152016/qldsept
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_Flyer_Rego_Form_Sept2015.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_Flyer_Rego_Form_Sept2015.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/queensland/
http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/
http://www.c4n.com.au/

