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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – JUNE 2015 

Chairperson’s Letter 
Dear Members 
 

Welcome to the June Edition of Communiqué. 
 
The Board has been very active this year and along with the contributions from 
members to the various activities, there is much to update you on. 
 

Firstly I would like to acknowledge some achievements. Last month we 
published and released two Position Statements, on the health of refugee and 
asylum seeking children and young people. This has been a significant body of 
work by our members which demonstrates ACCYPN’s commitment to advocacy 
for these vulnerable children and young people. The Statements have been co-
badged by the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses and we are very 
pleased to have them collaborate with us in this important work. 
 

Also in the past month, the College has been successful in our application to the 
Australian Charities and Not-For-Profits Commission for charitable status. What 
this means for the College is some significant financial savings, which ultimately 
means more funds available for activities to advance  children and young 
people’s nursing and benefit members. 
 

I would also like to congratulate the WA Chapter on their increasing membership 
and provision of professional development events. Also from WA, 
congratulations to ACCYPN long-time member Scott Stokes for his recent 
achievement being awarded WA Nurse of the Year in the 2015 WA Nursing and 
Midwifery Excellence Awards. 
 

Finally, an update on some of the Board’s current major projects and activities - 
credentialing, development of the Standards of Practice for Children and Young 
People’s Nurses and upgrade to the Knowledge Centre website. ACCYPN 
Secretary, Dr Jan Pratt and I were recently invited to present the work being 
undertaken to the Children’s Hospitals Australasia (CHA) Nurse Executives 
meeting held in Brisbane last month. Our presentation stimulated some robust 
discussion regarding recognition of specialist paediatric, child and youth health 
nurses and it was a great opportunity to promote the specialty and the 
leadership that ACCYPN is showing in this area. Dr Jan Pratt and Director Rosie 
MacLeavy continue to participate in the national credentialing Steering Group. 
With regards to the Standards of Practice, very soon members will be invited to 
participate in survey rounds to give feedback on the draft Standards and have 
input into their ongoing development. I do hope that you will keep a keen eye on 
your email for the survey and take this opportunity to have your say about the  
Standards. You will also notice over the coming months some changes to the 
Knowledge Centre tab on our website as we upgrade the site to include a 
website to enable access for members to Learning on Demand professional 
development. 
 

If you have any further questions or would like more information on any of these 
activities pelase do not hesitate to contact one of the Board members or email 
info@accypn.org.au 
 

Wishing you all the best. 
 

Regards, Catherine Marron - Chairperson, Board of Directors, ACCYPN 
 

 

mailto:info@accypn.org.au
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WA Chapter Report 

 

The WA Chapter facilitated another successful Clinical Supper in April - Understanding and Responding to Adolescent 
Deliberate Self-Harm. 
 

There were 61 attendees, including four from our Telehealth sites. The feedback of relevance, content and the 
presentation was unanimously positive and included written feedback such as “…this govern my response in replying 
to people associated with this…” and “…very helpful for my work as a nurse and personal life with people that I 
know…” 
 

The Chapter is really pleased with the number of attendees at our suppers but we are becoming a victim of our 
success as we need to look for bigger venues now. 
 

Preparations are in full swing for our Midyear dinner which is on Thursday 18 June 2015. We have two speakers 
presenting topics relating to alcohol in pregnancy and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder in relation to the Lililwan 
Study. 
 

We also are extremely proud to have our committee member, Scott Stokes, being recognised for his outstanding work 
in paediatric care in the Kimberley as the 2015 WA Nurse of the Year. This is a fantastic achievement which highlights 
Scott’s work in improving paediatric services in the Kimberley with the view to enabling sick children to stay in their 
local community and not be transferred to large city hospitals. Scott’s work adheres to a cornerstone of paediatrics 
and child health; Family Centred Care.  
 

Our next Clinical Supper is 11 August 2015. Scott Stokes, who was booked before he won the WA nurse of the Year, 
will be presenting the work he does in the Kimberley. 

 

 
Scott Stokes – 2015 WA Nurse of the Year 

 

Interesting Link  
World Health Organisation 

WHO highlights serious threat posed by exposure to recreational noise – 1.1 billion people at risk of hearing loss! 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/ear-care/en/  

  

 

 

 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/ear-care/en/
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Academic Excellence  

 
Ms Robin Day (centre) was awarded the Flinders University ACCYPN prize for Academic Excellence, presented by 
ACCPYN SA representative Ms Lesley Cuthbertson. 
 

 
 

Credentialing Update 

 

PROJECT SYNOPSIS  
In the specialist nurse credentialing project the Palliative Care Nurses Australia, Australian College of Children and 
Young People’s Nurses, Australian College of Operating Room Nurses, Australian College of Emergency Nursing  

Gastroenterological Nurses College of Australia and the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses developed a 
framework for specialist nurses credentialing.  
 

The implementation phase of the project C4N involves developing an online application process and beginning 
credentialing nurses in QLD across the specialty nursing organisations involved.  
 

PROJECT OVERVIEW  

A governance structure will be established to oversee and guide the work of C4N, which will be developed in 
consultation and final agreement with the parties involved.  
 

A cohort of lead applicants will be credentialed, who will then become the program assessors. Between 5 and 7 
lead applicants will be required for each specialty. Taking this cohort through the application and assessment 
process will also enable the system to be tested. Feedback from this stage will be used to refine the online system. 
The project will develop and test supporting documentation and training materials for staff and volunteers who are 
undertaking administrative and assessment functions. We will also develop resources for future applicants such 
as FAQs, instructional videos and credentialing workshop materials. 
 

The project will establish a cohort of Credentialing Ambassadors who will act as leaders within their services to 
promote credentialing and assist other nurses to become credentialed.  
 

This project will support around 100 specialist nurses to obtain their Credential. It will also encourage and 
promote credentialing for nurses across Queensland.  
 

All organizations will actively support the roll out of credentialing for nurses in Queensland by:  

- assisting to identify credentialing ambassadors within their specialty;  

- providing input to the training for credentialing ambassadors; and  

- provide leadership and guidance to credentialing ambassadors.  

 

www.c4n.com.au 
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Scholarships / Funding Opportunities 

The following scholarships are available to ACCYPN members.  Applications for scholarships close 1 July 2015.   
 

To apply for either of these scholarships, click here. 
 

  

Margaret Sullivan Research Scholarship 

Margaret (Peg) Sullivan was a Queensland Nurse who, from 1961 to 
1970, specialised in Paediatric Nursing in the Children’s Ward of St. 
Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital, Brisbane. 

The purpose and objectives of the Margaret Sullivan Scholarship 
are to enrich nursing knowledge and advance practice expertise in 
the area of Children and young People’s Nursing. 

Specific objectives are: 

1. To encourage research into children and young people’s 
nursing practice 

2. To advance the development of clinical nursing care for 
children and young people through research 

3. To assist nurses to develop post graduate expertise in the 
nursing care of children, young people and families through 
research. 

 

Scholarship value – up to $2,500 per annum. 

Sister Mary Dorothea Professional Development Scholarship 

Sister Mary Dorothea Sheehan (R.S.M ) was the Director of Nursing 
of the Mater Children’s Hospital in Queensland for 15 years. Under 
her leadership, paediatric nursing flourished as a specialty in 
Queensland. 

This scholarship commemorates her commitment to child and 
family nursing, her compassion towards staff and families and her 
love for the children who benefited from her care. 

The purpose of the Sister Mary Dorothea Sheehan Scholarship is to 
provide funding to enable a Registered or Enrolled Nurse working 
in the field of children or young people’s nursing to undertake a 
professional development activity which will enhance the delivery 
of nursing care to children. 

Scholarship value - up to $1,000.00 per annum 

Dorothy Clarke Scholarship (previously the Professional Development Scholarship) – WA Members Only 

This scholarship, formerly the Professional Development Scholarship, was established in 2001 using 
funds generated by the Association of Paediatric and Child Health Nurses (APCHN) WA Inc and interest 
obtained from the Dorothy Clarke Paediatric Nursing Fund. When APCHN WA Inc became a member of the 
Australian College of Children and Young People’s Nurses (ACCYPN) and formed the WA Chapter, the 
members ensured the scholarship was maintained for nurses in Western Australia. Furthermore, members 
agreed to change the name to the Dorothy Clarke Scholarship in 2010 to ensure the significant 
contribution that Dorothy Clarke made to paediatric nursing education is remembered. This scholarship 
will be available to all Ordinary Members of the ACCYPN that are employed in Western Australia. 

The purpose of this scholarship is to assist nurses working with children and young people to access 
funding for professional development activities that enhance their role in children’s health. 

Scholarship value – maximum $3,000  

 
 

To find our more information about the above scholarships, please visit www.accypn.org.au and follow the 
links through to the Knowledge Centre / Funding Opportunities. 

http://www.accypn.org.au/knowledge-centre/funding-opportunities/
http://www.accypn.org.au/
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NPCHN Cochrane Section Editors would like to thank all ACCYPN members  
for your Expressions of Interest! 

 

 

 

I was overwhelmed by the responses from 
ACCYPN members with my last call for volunteers 
to write the Cochrane Review summary for the 
next edition of the NPCHN journal, and wanted to 
thank everyone for their enthusiasm. Everyone 
has very busy lives these days, and I really 
appreciated the fact that ACCYPN members were 
willing to add to their list of commitments by 
writing a summary. I have kept a list of all 
members who volunteered, and when the next 
paediatric summary is due, I'll contact those 
people and see who is available once again. So, 
thank you all for your interest in ensuring that the 
readers of the NPCHN journal have access to the 
latest evidence in a compact easy-to-read to read 
format, and contributing therefore to the better 
lives for children and young people in your care.  

Dr Trudi Mannix 
Chairperson - Journal Management Board, 
Neonatal, Paediatric and Child Health Nursing 
Journal 

 

The NPCHN Journal Volume 18 Number 1 March 
2015 is available under the Members section of 
the ACCPYN website.  The next edition will be 
available in July 2015.  

 

ACCYPN Membership Renewals are now due…  
ACCYPN Members, you have been emailed a personalised link to renew your membership. 

Renew and pay prior to 30 June 2015 to avoid late fees (and claim on this year’s Tax Return) 

New Members are always welcome and they can join online!  http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/   

 

 

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 656 Likes on Facebook… 

 

Help us reach the Target of 700 likes … 

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN                      @ACCYPN     

http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/
http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN
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ALLTrails Campaign 

 
ACCYPN is a registered supporting organisation of AllTrials Campaign.  We encourage our members to sign the 
petition and spread the word. 

THE PROBLEM 

Thousands of clinical trials have not reported results. 

Information on what was done and what was found in these trials could be lost forever to doctors and researchers, 
leading to bad treatment decisions, missed opportunities for good medicine, and trials needlessly repeated.  

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

• Join the 58,000 individuals who have signed the petition for all clinical trials to be registered and the 
results reported.  

• Ask your Organisation to join the Campaign (400+ Organisations have joined so far) 

• Write a feature, blog post, editorial, or tell your members in your organisation’s newsletter 

• Ask your friends, family, and colleagues to sign up 

• Donate to the campaign 

• Get involved in other ways via www.alltrials.net 
 

 

 

 

#AllTrials 

 
We value your input…  

We welcome input to the ACCYPN Communique from members.  
 

If you have anything interesting to share in the Newsletter please email us on info@accypn.org.au.  

  

 
 

http://www.alltrials.net/

