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Chairperson’s Letter 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to the August 2016 issue of College Communiqué. This month I’m 

pleased to announce the publication of the new Standards of Practice for 

Children’s and Young People’s Nurses. The Standards will be officially launched 

at the ACCYPN National Conference in October 2016. Why are professional 

standards important? Primarily the Standards have been developed to facilitate 

safe and competent nursing care for children and young people. The Standards 

are child and young person centred, and focus on the achieving best possible 

outcomes. 

The Standards describe the competent level of child and young person’s nursing 

care and the desired level of performance against which actual clinical 

performance can be measured. The Standards can be used by individuals to 

evaluate their own practice, and used by employers as a framework for 

developing clinical performance assessment tools. The Standards hold us 

accountable for our clinical practice, and for our continued competence, which 

is essential to maintaining the trust and respect of those for whom we care and 

the wider community. 

I invite you to access the new Standards of Practice for Children and Young 

People’s Nurses at http://www.accypn.org.au/knowledge-centre/ and to share 

widely with your colleagues so we can continue to deliver the best care to 

children and young people. 

Kind Regards 

Catherine Marron 

Chairperson, Board of Directors, ACCYPN 

Click on the below link to access all the Conference information … 

www.accypn.org.au/conference-2016 

http://www.accypn.org.au/conference-2016
http://www.accypn.org.au/knowledge-centre
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Not yet registered for the Conference? 
Super Early Bird Registration CLOSES 26 AUGUST 2016 - REGISTER NOW 

https://cre8itevents.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/accypn-2016-conference/accypn16/ExtraContent/ContentPage2


   PAGE 3 THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – AUGUST 2016 

Conference Agenda 

Wednesday 26 October 2016 
2.30pm Coach Transfer Stamford Grand Adelaide (Glenelg) to Women's and Children's Hospital, Adelaide 
3.00pm - 6.00pm Pre-Conference Master Class* - Women's and Children's Hospital, Adelaide 
6.10pm Coach Transfer Women's and Children's Hospital, Adelaide to Stamford Grand Adelaide (Glenelg) 
6.30pm - 8.00pm Welcome Reception, Stamford Grand Adelaide (Glenelg) 

* Pre-Conference Master Class is not included in your Conference Registration and is an additional extra. 

Thursday 27 October 2016 
8.00am - 5.00pm Conference Day 1, Stamford Grand Adelaide (Glenelg) 

5.00pm - 5.30pm ACCYPN AGM, Stamford Grand Adelaide (Glenelg) 

7.00pm - 9.30pm Conference Dinner** - Glenelg Pier Hotel 

** The Conference Dinner is not included in your Conference Registration and is an additional extra. 

Friday 28 October 2016 
8.30am - 3.00pm Conference Day 2, Stamford Grand Adelaide (Glenelg) 

*Times are subject to change. 

Conference Dinner - $69.00 per person 

Thursday 27 October 2016 

7.00pm to 9.30pm 

Glenelg Pier Hotel, Adelaide 

Conference Dinner Theme … The History of Nursing (come wearing a nursing uniform / nurse's hat / nursing badge) 

Please note - The ACCYPN Conference Dinner is not included in your Conference registration.  You can purchase a 

Conference Dinner ticket while registering for the Conference online.  If you have already registered for the Conference 

and would like to purchase a dinner ticket, please contact the Conference Managers - events@cre8itevents.com.au  

Conference Dinner Inclusions - Buffet Dinner and one (1) drink ticket (beer, wine, sparkling, softdrink or juice).  A cash 

bar will be operating for additional drink purchases. 

Not ready to register but would still like to receive Conference Information? 

Please register your Expression of Interest via the below link. 

Conference Managers 

If you require any further information, please contact the ACCYPN 2016 Conference Managers on the details listed 
below. 

ACCYPN 2016 Conference Managers   
C/- Cre8it Events 
PHONE: 07 3348 7380 
EMAIL: events@cre8itevents.com.au 

mailto:events@cre8itevents.com.au
https://cre8itevents.eventsair.com/accypn-2016-conference/eoi/Site/Register
https://cre8itevents.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/accypn-2016-conference/accypn16/ExtraContent/ContentPage3
https://cre8itevents.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/accypn-2016-conference/accypn16/Agenda
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Western Australian Chapter 

The WA Chapter hosted our second clinical supper of the year on Tuesday 10 May 2016 at the Staff Development 
Centre, Princess Margaret Hospital. The talk was called Happiness is a Dry Bed: The WA Model of Practice for Nocturnal 
Enuresis Treatment and the presenter was by Kerry Murphy, the CNC Continence from the Enuresis Clinic at PMH. 

We were extremely pleased to have 50 attendees including five via telehealth. Once again, we would like to express 
our gratitude to our sponsor Bayer and also the Staff Development team at PMH for enabling us to use their facilities 
and in organising the telehealth. The feedback rated high in all our domains of Relevance, Content and Presentation. 
Of the numerous comments, these are a small sample of how well the evening was received: Found this a very 
insightful presentation. This issue is something that could be easily identified and treated to assist children achieving 
success and optimum mental health; Really enjoyed the way this was presented - Kerry was super engaging and 
extremely knowledgeable; Very interesting and informative. 

We also had our annual mid-year dinner on Tuesday 21 June 2016 at the Academy Café in Mt Hawthorn. We are really 
grateful to the continuing support of our sponsors who were: Bayer again; Aspen; Hesta; Babytastes and Sanofi 
Pasteur. The theme was Infectious Diseases and Early Childhood Vaccination. We had three excellent presentations. 
The first speaker was by Dr David New who explained the latest information about the Zika Virsu including contact and 
recommendations for families at risk. The second speaker was Dr Tom Snelling who talked about Paediatric Infectious 
Diseases and latest developments in the Immunisation Program. The final speaker was Dr Peter Richmond who talked 
about pertussis and influenza protection for children and infants. We had 57 attendees who all scored high on our 
three domains. Of the numerous comments by the attendees, these are a small selection: Excellent, relevant and 
interesting topics especially in winter season. Enjoyed David New's delivery, interesting and topical - great humour. 
Bigger visuals please. The room small for venue; The food very nice; All brilliant presentations; very well spoken and 
highly knowledgeable; Good to hear from clinical experts; Excellent, relevant and very interesting, thank you. Good 
venue, they did well.  

The Committee acknowledge that the AV system was not ideal; it was beyond our control as the venue had been let 
down by their contractors but we do apologise for this. The photographs do not do justice to the quality of the 
speakers and the organisation.  

   Dr David New      Dr Peter Richmond  

Pam O’Nions & Dr Peter Richmond Back Row – Jon Mould, Sarah Mewes, Pam O’Nions, Leanne Gough 
    Front Row – Belinda Carey, Ekatarina Bespalova, Shi Jie Loi

Chapter Report
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Biomedical engineer Mike Denison (left) has helped thousands 
of people access life-saving medical care during 13 missions 
overseas. 

That's Mike's story. What's yours? 
Will it be extraordinary? 

Click here to read about Mike’s inspiring work. 

On a much sadder note: Doreen Collyer, an active member of the WA Chapter was tragically killed whilst diving on 
Sunday 5th June 2016. Doreen was a great advocate for children’s health and nursing and lectured in paediatrics at 
Edith Cowan University. Her loss cannot be conveyed by words and our thoughts are with Doreen’s family. 

The Chapter has had the FaceBook page guidelines and disclaimer endorsed by the Board of Directors and is up and 
running. 

Our next Clinical Supper was on Tuesday 16th August at the Staff Development Centre at PMH. The topic is the EarBus 
Foundation and is being presented by Paul Higginbotham the CEO and Lara Shur, the Director of Clinical Services. 

National Blood Authority 
Patient Blood Management Guidelines Progress Update 

April – June 2016 

The Patient Blood Management Guidelines progress update for the April-June 2016 quarter is now available on the 
National Blood Authority website. A pdf version of the update is also attached for your convenience. 

Please feel free to share this stakeholder update by providing a link to the PBM Guidelines webpage 

(http://www.blood.gov.au/pbm‐guidelines‐updates) in your (e)newsletter and/or on your website to keep your 

members informed of progress and encourage wider clinical input into the development of the guidelines. I have also 
attached a web-button that you may like to use on your website as a click-through icon to the PBM Guidelines 
webpage. 

Any questions from your members about these updates should be sent to guidelines@blood.gov.au  

What Difference Can One Person Make? 

mailto:info@accypn.org.au
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australian-red-cross-man-warns-ukraine-teeters-on-brink-of-health-crisis-20160721-gqauut.html
mailto:guidelines@blood.gov.au
http://www.blood.gov.au/pbm.guidelines-updates
https://www.blood.gov.au/pbm-guidelines-updates


   PAGE 6 THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – AUGUST 2016 

Queensland News … 
St Vincent’s Private Hospital Brisbane 

Community Newsletter - Onwards & Upwards

In this edition you can read about our new partnership with Mater to help the health and wellbeing of refugees; how 

we are improving access to pain management programs for young people and how our Palliative Care Service is 

making a difference in the lives of patients and families, educating other health professionals and raising community 

awareness. 

Click here to view the newsletter. 

ACCYPN QLD Consultation 

Statewide Children’s Health Service Planning Project 

ACCYPN will be providing a collated response to the Statewide Children’s Health Service Planning Project - 

Consultation Factsheet and Questions.  

Queensland Members - Please forward your responses to the ten questions on the fact sheet by 12pm Thursday 1 

September 2016  to ACCYPN Secretariat – info@accypn.org.au  

Here is your opportunity to participate in the statewide children’s health service plan. The planning team would like 

your feedback on children’s health needs, service issues and any potential solutions. This is open to all children’s 

health clinicians, researchers, consumers, project and policy workers and other stakeholders both internal and 

external to Queensland Health. Please see the fact sheet for further information. 

ACCYPN joins CRANAplus in its Support for the  

Royal Commission into the  

Juvenile Detention System in the Northern Territory 

ACCYPN is pleased at the swift action by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull in announcing the investigation into 

allegations of abuse and mistreatment of teenage boys in the Northern Territory’s Juvenile Detention System. ACCYPN 

is appalled at the horrendous footage aired on ABC’s Four Corners Program of a teenage boy being restrained and 

hooded and that already vulnerable young people could be treated with such violence is a breach of the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

All children and young people have the fundamental right to be supported and protected so they can grow and 

develop to their full potential. ACCYPN advocates for a commitment from the Turnbull government to ensure that young 

people in detention receive safe care and protection from violence and abuse, and do not suffer further physical or 

mental harm. 

CRANAplus Royal Commission into the Juvenile Detention system in the NT 

https://crana.org.au/media/media-releases/2016/cranaplus-fully-supports-a-royal-commission-into-the-juvenile-detention-system-in-the-northern-territory
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Childrens_health_planning_project_Consultation_Factsheet.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Childrens_health_planning_project_Consultation_Factsheet.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Childrens_health_planning_project_Consultation_Factsheet.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Childrens_health_planning_project_Consultation_Factsheet.pdf
https://svphb.org.au/wps/wcm/connect/001ab3c6-fca0-4bd6-93d6-8f990bded834/Onwards%26Upwards_Issue_6.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=001ab3c6-fca0-4bd6-93d6-8f990bded834
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Paediatric End-of-life Care Consensus Statement 
ACCYPN will be providing a collated response to the draft National Consensus Statement: Essential elements for safe 

and high-quality paediatric end-of-life care (the Consensus Statement).  

Please forward your responses by 12pm Monday 22 August 2016 to ACCYPN Secretariat info@accypn.org.au  

Draft National Consensus Statement: Essential elements for safe and high-quality paediatric end-of-life care (the 

Consensus Statement).  

The purpose of the draft Consensus Statement is to: 

 provide high-level guidance about the principles and actions that should shape the provision of safe and

high-quality paediatric end-of-life care in acute hospitals

 provide guidance for health services developing their own systems for delivering safe, timely and high-quality

paediatric end-of-life care.

In May 2015 the Commission published the National Consensus Statement: Essential elements for safe and high-

quality end-of-life care in acute hospitals. During consultation with clinicians, policy makers and consumers to 

develop the adult Consensus Statement, feedback indicated that much of its content was relevant to the care of 

children and young people at the end of life, but that additional guidance was needed to address issues specific to the 

care paediatric patients. 

Using the adult Consensus Statement as a basis, the Commission has developed a consultation draft National 

Consensus Statement: Essential elements for safe and high-quality paediatric end-of-life care. 

To ensure that the draft Consensus Statement accurately reflects the expected standard of care and agreed practices 

paediatric end-of-life care, comments and feedback are now being sought through a targeted consultation process. 

For more information, visit: www.safetyandquality.gov.au/endoflifecare 

Do you want to see a full list of credentialed  

Children & Young Peoples Nurses? Click here

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 804 Likes on Facebook… 

 

Please continue to share this news within your networks so the good work of ACCYPN reaches right across the 
country.  Our target audience for likes is Nurses involved in caring for children and young people.  

  www.facebook.com/ACCYPN     @ACCYPN    

http://www.c4n.com.au/#!credentialed-nurses/ehqhf
http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/endoflifecare
http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Consultation-Draft-Paediatric-End-of-life-Care-Consensus-Statement.pdf
mailto:info@accypn.org.au


SPECIALIST NURSE CREDENTIALING PROGRAM

C4N: A PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALING SCHEME FOR SPECIALIST NURSING

Meet Australia’s first Credentialed 
Children & Young People’s Nurses!

College of Emergency Nursing Australasia Ltd

College of Emergency Nursing Australasia Ltd

Credentialed Children and Young 
People’s Nurse, Lisa Hutchinson  

Lisa is honoured to be the 
first credentialed Children 
and Young People’s Nurse 
in Australia. Lisa is the 
Program Manager for 
Queensland’s new State-wide 
Primary School Nurse Health 
Readiness Program. She has 
qualifications in child and 
adolescent health nursing, 
as well as community and 
primary health care, and 

throughout her career has endeavoured to promote 
high standards of nursing care for children, young 
people and their families.

“I’ve been a life-long learner since commencing my nursing 
career and have contributed to both practice development 
initiatives and the evidence base surrounding children and 
young people’s nursing. I’m therefore a strong advocate for 
credentialing as it is a process by which nurses are recognised 
for their commitment to upholding the professionalism 
of their chosen nursing specialty. Credentialing is not 
only valuable from individual nurses’ perspective in that it 
enhances professional credibility and career prospects, but 
it’s also valuable from a management perspective. As more 
and more eligible nurses become credentialed, it will be 
readily apparent as to which nurses have the knowledge and 
skills to undertake more advanced nursing roles. This will 
support succession planning activities as well as facilitate 
the coordination of peer mentoring in the workplace. 
Credentialing will also serve to instil consumer confidence 
through the assurance that clients are being cared for by 
appropriately qualified and skilled professionals who are 
dedicated to the provision of quality nursing care.”

Credentialed Children and Young 
People’s Nurse, Helen Alvers 

Helen works as a Nurse 
Unit Manager in the Child & 
Adolescent Unit at Mackay 
Base Hospital. She has 20 
years of various paediatric 
experience – acute inpatient, 
ambulatory care, with 
Oncology patients, children 
with chronic illnesses and 
post-acute services. 

“I decided to undertake 
credentialing to raise the level 

of recognition of the breadth of work, competence and 
experience maintained by child & young people’s nurses 
and to be recognised for my experience and knowledge in 
this field. 

Credentialing nurses who work with children and young 
people will raise the profile of these nurses to specialist 
nursing standards. It will also improve their practice in the 
field of child & young people’s nursing, and will continue 
to maintain standards of nursing above the novice level and 
into the specialist nurse.

Credentialed nurses will not only improve their own 
practice but will also actively advocate for children and 
young people’s health in a larger world of adult health 
care. By being credentialed we are saying we are the 
experts in this field and can be relied upon to look after 
the child & young person with experience, knowledge and 
understanding of their illness.”

Credentialing for Nurses is a collaboration between:

Find out more at www.c4n.com.au

The Department of Health, Queensland, through the Office of the Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer, 
provided funding to the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses to establish the C4N initiative.

So what is Professional Credentialing?  >



So what is Professional Credentialing?
Credentialing is a way to recognise a nurse as a specialist 
nurse in their area of practice. It is a professional 
validation process that recognises the qualifications, 
skills, expertise and experience of nurses who are 
practicing within a given nursing specialty. 

A specialist nurse Professional Credential demonstrates to 
employers, colleagues, consumers/patients and their families, 
that a nurse has achieved the professional standard for 
practice in their nursing specialty. Credentialing also increases 
the awareness of the contribution that specialist nurses make 
to the health of the community.

Credentialing is a core component of clinical and professional 
governance, or self regulation, where members of a profession 
set standards for practice and establish a minimum 
requirement for entry, continuing professional development, 
endorsement and recognition.

Registered nurses working in specialised fields and other 
disciplines have developed credentialing as a means to ensure 
standards of practice and competence within their specialist 
domain beyond entry to practice.

What are the requirements and standards?

To meet the requirements and standards for a Specialist Nurse 
Credential, you must meet the following criteria:

1.  Hold a current registration as a Registered Nurse (Division
1) with the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia

2.  Hold qualifications that meet the criteria for your specialty

3.  Provide evidence of working a minimum of 12 weeks
full time equivalent over the preceding 12 months or the
equivalent length of experience over the preceding 2 years,
or over the preceding 3 years in the area of specialty.

4.  Provide evidence of completion of 50 hours of continuing
professional development in the previous 12 months,
which must incorporate:

• at least 40 hours relating to the area of specialty
•  no more than 30 hours of education related activities can

be claimed
•  no more than 30 hours of practice related activities can be

claimed
•  meeting any specific requirements as detailed by specialist

colleges/organisations

5.  Support from two referees who are familiar with
your practice.

Yes, I’m interested! Now what do I do?

Credentialing is now open to nurses working within specialist 
children and young people settings around Australia. The 
application process is all online and is easy to use, but it does 
require some organisation and preparation on your part. The 
C4N website www.c4n.com.au has all the information and 
guidance that you will need. 

If you would like to contact a Credentialed Emergency 
Nurse Ambassador to find out more, please see our list of 
Ambassadors available here:  
www.c4n.com.au/#!find-ambassadors/c1ci3

College of Emergency Nursing Australasia Ltd

College of Emergency Nursing Australasia Ltd

Credentialing for Nurses is a collaboration between:

Find out more at www.c4n.com.au

The Department of Health, Queensland, through the Office of the Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer, 
provided funding to the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses to establish the C4N initiative.
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