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Chairperson’s Letter 
Dear Members,  
 

Welcome to the April 2014 issue of College Communiqué. 
 

In last year’s April issue we were introduced to the Masai Warriors greeting of 

“Are the children well?” and we were challenged to ask ourselves this question. 

This year, it is the theme of the ACCYPN 2014 Conference in Cairns, Queensland. 

We invite you to share with others how the health and wellbeing of children and 

young people is being addressed in acute, community and across the 

continuum of care.  Can we answer “All the children are well”, and if not, what 

needs to be done to get there?  Through the Conference, we aim to identify 

priority areas where ACCYPN can influence nursing practice and health policy. 

The ACCYPN 2014 Conference is a fantastic opportunity for you to share your 

knowledge and experiences with a broad audience, and to hear about the work 

of others in this area.  
 

Do you enjoy the networking opportunities that face-to-face Conferences 

provide?  Would you like to attend the Conference but can’t get there?  Or do 

you find it more convenient to access professional development online?  If you 

answered yes to any of these questions, then ACCYPN 2014 is the Conference 

for you!  This year, the ACCYPN Conference will be conducted as a Hybrid 

Conference.  A Hybrid Conference offers both face-to-face and virtual 

experiences simultaneously.  There is a face-to-face, in-person event, along with 

a virtual component - viewing over the web.  This provides greater reach to 

include those who cannot attend the physical event and enables attendees to 

review sessions they may have missed. 
 

I encourage you to view the Conference website (www.accypnconf.org.au) for 

more information, to register your interest, and to submit an abstract.  Abstract 

submissions close on 30 April 2014. 
 

We look forward to your participation in this event. 
 

Regards, Catherine Marron - Chairperson, Board of Directors, ACCYPN 

Key Dates 
Page 3… 
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   Western Australia Chapter 

Clinical Supper – Thursday 6 February 2014   

We had an outstanding attendance at the first clinical supper for 2014, with over 40 people attending at the State 
Child Development Centre plus four sites joining via TeleHealth Broome, Port Hedland, Armadale and Great 
Southern. 
We had two excellent speakers. Our first speaker Kaitie McNamara spoke about the research into cognitive 
development of children with Type 1 Diabetes - very interesting.  The kids had a great time doing lots of fun activities 
to test their abilities.  Followed by Dr Mary Abrahams who spoke about neonatal diabetes which was also very 
interesting.  In WA there have been five neonates with diabetes in the past three years.  Mary gave two case studies; 
two babies one with transient diabetes and the other who is likely to be a Type 1 Diabetes.  She also spoke about the 
use of insulin pumps in neonates rather than intermittent insulin.   
Medtronic kindly sponsored the event - their representatives Eva and Philippa shared their knowledge and 
experience, provided literature and a selection of insulin pumps for participants see. 
 
Clinical Supper – Tuesday 8 April 2014 
Topic:  We are not immune – best practice guidelines for establishing 
meaningful family partnerships 
Presenter:  Rosemarie Keely, Manager Customer Liaison, Child and 
Adolescent Service 
Time:  Commencing at 5.00pm 
Where:  Staff Development Centre, Level 6, Hay St Building, PMH 

TeleHealth link up available 
For more information contact Leanne Gough Leanne.gough@health.wa.gov.au  

 

Future WA Chapter Events 2014 – Date Claimers 
June 19 Mid-Year Dinner   August 5 Clinical Supper 
October 7 Clinical Supper   December 6 Clinical Breakfast 

 

Queensland Chapter 
Queensland Chapter Event – Thursday 29 May 2014  
(re-scheduled from 27 March due to speaker unavailability) 

Time:   9.00am – 3.00pm (4.5 CPD hours) 
Topic:  ‘What’s New in Children and Young People’s Health Care Technology’ 
Speakers: Multiple speakers and topics     
Details: Including RSVP, Registration and Video Conference option available via the ACCYPN website – 
 http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/queensland/ 
Face to Face Venue:  Auditorium, 5th Floor Woolworths Building, Royal Children’s Hospital, Herston Road, Herston 

(Parking at RCH Car Park at own expense – Check the Chapter Event website for more detail) 
Cost:  ACCYPN members $90.00 / Non- members $130.00  
Catering:  Morning tea and lunch provided 

 
ACCYPN Lyn Frazer Post Graduate Nursing Award – Congratulations to Sophie Edwards 

 

 
 

   

Chapter Reports 

 

Queensland University of Technology - Faculty of Health  

2013 Awards Ceremony 12th February 2014 
 

Congratulations to Sophie Edwards who was presented with the ACCYPN Lyn Frazer 
Post-graduate Nursing Award in Child and Adolescent Health. This prize is awarded 
to the student who achieves outstanding clinical assessment and the highest 
grade for the clinical unit Specialisation in Paediatric, Child and Youth Health.  
 

Lyn Frazer was a Queensland Nurse who commenced nursing in 1947.  She worked 
in paediatrics from 1955 to 1996. As Director of Nursing at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital Brisbane, Lyn Frazer modelled strong commitment to nursing education 
and continual learning.  
 

Pictured are: ACCYPN BOD Chairperson, Cathy Marron with Award recipient Sophie 
Edwards 
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ACCYPN Conference – Key Dates 

Call for Abstracts - Submissions Close 30 April 2014 – click here  

 

Registration Open 6 June 2014 - Express your Interest to attend – click here   

 

Confirmed Speakers & Their Presentation Theme  

Jenny Ashton, Queensland Children’s Hospital  

Presentation Theme: Quality & Safety 

Dr Lynore Geia – Senior Lecturer, CNMR Indigenous Futures Research Lead, School of Nursing, Midwifery & 

Nutrition, Faculty of Medicine, Health & Molecular Sciences, James Cook University 

Presentation Theme: Indigenous Health  

Carla Tongun - African Culture Consultant, Early Child Parent Services, Child & Family Health Network, SA Health  

Presentation Theme: Refugee / Multicultural Health 
 

Speaker Highlight Biography 

Dr Lynore Geia is an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander woman from Palm Island – a forced Indigenous 

Settlement off the coast of North Queensland, Australia – now home to the Bwgcolman Peoples.  Lynore is a nurse 

and midwife with extensive experience in birthing in the United Kingdom, Central Australia and Townsville.  Lynore is 

passionate about developing community strategies to support and strengthen Indigenous families and service 

providers.  Lynore has recently completed her PhD studies at James Cook University (2012) with a ground-breaking 

thesis presenting the strengths of child-rearing practices on Palm Island through the voices of four generations of 

families.  Lynore developed a new frontier in Indigenous Epistemology.  Her work has been acclaimed nationally and 

internationally at the recent International Congress of Nursing.  Now employed as Senior Lecturer and Lead in 

Indigenous Research at the School of Nursing, Midwifery and Nutrition, James Cook University, Lynore also lectures 

in nursing and midwifery educating students in appropriate health care delivery to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Island people of Nth Queensland. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2014 ACCYPN Conference! 
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ACCYPN former Patron, Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO, Afternoon Tea 

The sun was shining, there was a gentle breeze and the Australian capital was looking all clean following some much 
needed rain the night before.   

As Peta drove down Northbourne Avenue to pick up Rosie from her motel, Peta was imagining what it would be like 
that afternoon meeting the Governor General of Australia: Her Excellency the Honourable Quentin Bryce.  As the 
outgoing Governor General she was hosting an Afternoon Tea at Government House to thank those invited guests 
whom she had supported including many non-profit Organizations, as their Patron.   

Driving into Yarralumla, the scenery was spectacular with lots of countryside and bushes around.  The grounds were 
well prepared, lawns mown and the garden was immaculate.  There was a big marquee which stretched for a third of 
the grounds and faced onto Lake Burley Griffin.  The electric light fittings in the marque were amazing as were the 
fresh flowers scattered throughout the marque in gorgeous vases, to compliment the occasion.   

The Army jazz band was playing swing music for at least an hour while the immaculately dressed waiters and 
waitresses served delicate sandwiches and cold drinks.  Outside the marquee in the gorgeous Canberra sunshine 
(27 degrees), were many tables and chairs for guests to sit around while waiting for the speeches to commence.   

Ms Bryce has such presence and poise mingling with guests.  She greeted each person with respect, dignity and she 
was very interested in each person, who they were and what Organization they each represented.  She took a great 
interest in chatting to guests and was clearly fully engaged in the conversations.   She has three Aide de Camps who 
were near her all the time and were extremely pleasant and helpful to the guests when asking to meet with Ms Bryce 
and have photographs taken.   

Peta and Rosie both personally had the chance to speak to Ms Bryce for a few moments and she was genuinely 
interested in the latest events of ACCYPN.  She commented that she LOVES paediatric nurses.   This made us very 
proud!!  She also said that she respects enormously what we do and the contribution we make to children and 
adolescents in Australia.  Well done members!!!!   

For Peta and myself this experience was an amazing event to be included in and an honour to represent a terrific 
valuable Organization. 

Report submitted by Rosie MacLeavy, ACCYPN Board of Directors member, Tasmania.  Peta Gale (ACCYPM Member 
from Canberra attended the Afternoon Tea with Rosie). 

Pictured below (L-R): Peta Gale, Rosie MacLeavy with Dame Quentin Alice Louise Bryce AD CVO  

 

In March, ACCYPN received a lovely letter from the Office of the Official Secretary to the Governor-General advising 
Ms Bryce will be relinquishing her position of Patron of ACCYPN when her term as Governor-General concludes with 
the following quote:  

“Her Excellency has asked me to convey her pleasure and honour in being association with your Organisation 
during her term in office”.  
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Interesting Link 

 

www.immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/health‐prof 

Australian Government Department of Health, Immunise Australia Program (Information Line 1800 671 811) 
 

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 426 Likes on Facebook… 

 

This is very exciting and a good promotion of ACCYPN and what we stand for.  Please continue to share this news 
within your networks so the good work of ACCYPN reaches right across the country.  Our target audience for likes is 
Nurses involved in caring for children and young people.  

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN                       @ACCYPN     

ACCYPN Participating in the Queensland Child Health Sub-Network of the Queensland 
Statewide Child and Youth Clinical Network… 

The ACCYPN continued to participate in the Queensland Child Health Sub-Network of the Queensland 
Statewide Child and Youth Clinical Network in 2014.  

 

The first teleconference meeting for 2014 was held in January.  At this meeting, the project officer who will be 
working on the Implementation Guide for Health Services throughout the state to implement the National 
Framework for Universal Child and Family Health Services and also the Review of Section 2 of the Child and 
Youth Health Practice Manual was introduced.  The project officer called for interested parties from across all 
hospital and health services (HHS) to assist with the project.  A champion in each HHS will be required to 
support the implementation of the framework in their respective HHS.  The project plan has been finalised and 
a Steering Committee has been formed to guide the work and support the project officer in achieving the 
outcomes.  At the February meeting the project officer provided an update on the work.  

 

At the January network meeting the feasibility of PEDS assessment being adopted in practice and also 
incorporating this into the Personal Health Record book were discussed.  Mandatory training, cost implications 
and secondary screening tools were also discussed.  Members were asked to provide comment on this 
proposal and to garner feedback from other jurisdictions and networks throughout Australia.  At the February 
meeting feedback from around the country was still forthcoming; however, the PEDS was likely to be adopted.  

 

Work on the minimum data set was discussed which is almost complete and at publication stage.  Hospital 
and child protection services will do an addendum.  The work of ACCYPN member Dr Jan Pratt was 
acknowledged.  

 

A Statement on Child Health Nursing is also being developed by the network to guide service managers on the 
employment of child health nursing staff. Comment on the draft was provided by the College.  

 

At the February meeting Implications of the Carmody report were also discussed briefly.   

  
Meetings continue on a monthly basis. 
 

Robyn Penny, Queensland Chapter 
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Jackie Holt, chief nurse at 
University Hospitals Morecambe 
Bay NHS Foundation Trust (UHMB), 
left her post last month. The trust 
has been the subject of widespread 
media attention following claims 
that mother and baby deaths at one 
of its hospitals were not properly 
investigated by the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC). Ms Holt, who 
had been chief nurse since 2008, 
was unavailable for comment and 
a UHMB spokesperson refused 
to confirm or deny whether her 
departure was linked to the 
CQC investigation.

RCN adviser in children and young 
people’s nursing Fiona Smith has 
been awarded honorary fellowship 
of the Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health. Ms Smith has 
worked at the RCN for 11 years and 
said she looked forward to ‘many 
more years of collaborative working’ 
between the two colleges.

Nursing Children and Young People 
is delighted to announce a research 
award supported by the RCN’s 
Research in Child Health community. 
Two awards of £750 each are 
available to support the presentation 
of research-related projects at an 
RCN-affiliated conference. The 
closing date for applications is 
December 2. Contact chair of the 
awards committee Patric Devitt at 
P.Devitt@salford.ac.uk

Nurses and other child health 
experts were recognised in this year’s 
Queen’s birthday honours. Chair 
of Action for Sick Children Pamela 
Barnes was made an MBE along 
with Macmillan paediatric cancer 
nurse specialist at Belfast Health and 
Social Care Trust Marisa McFarlane. 
Joan Myers, nurse consultant, 
Community Children’s Nursing NHS, 
Whittington Health, was awarded an 
OBE, as was former chief executive 
of the Children’s Trust Tadworth 
Andrew Ross. 

News News

In brief

RCN guidance defines 
safer level of children’s 
nurses on wards
THE RCN has set out new ‘essential’ safe 
staffing levels for nurses caring for children 
and young people in the UK.

It is the college’s first update on children’s 
nursing levels in a decade, and calls for 
a minimum ratio of 70:30 registered to 
unregistered nursing staff in clinical settings. 
Other recommendations include:

 ■ A supernumerary nurse to oversee 
staff training and management in each 
clinical area.

 ■ A minimum of two registered children’s 
nurses at all times in all inpatient and 
day care areas.

 ■ Access to a senior children’s nurse at all 
times for advice in services looking after 
children and young people.

The guidance also states that additional 
specific training for the specialty is needed for 
70 per cent of nurses.

Previous RCN guidance, published in 2003, 
focused mainly on acute care, while the new 

standards apply to all care services provided 
by the NHS, as well as the independent sector.

RCN general secretary Peter Carter said 
children’s nurses, managers and care providers 
all have a responsibility to monitor safe 
staffing levels and ensure high quality care.

Nurses have also been urged to raise 
concerns about safe staffing and skill mix in 
their workplace.

RCN adviser in children and young people’s 
nursing Fiona Smith, who helped to update 
the guidance, said: ‘babies and young children 
often cannot communicate when they are 
feeling unwell, so the need for nurses with the 
appropriate education and training who are 
able to observe children closely is crucial.

‘Nurses also have to support families, 
including giving advice to parents for children 
with complex conditions prior to discharge.’

To read the ‘Defining Staffing Levels for 
Children’s and Young People’s Services’ 
guidance, visit tinyurl.com/bwlfutg

bump buddy and baby buddy 
smartphone apps trialled
TWO FREE mobile phone apps to help young 
women prepare for parenthood are being tested 
with the backing of the RCN, Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health, and the Royal 
College of Midwives.

The applications, developed by child health 
charity Best Beginnings, will enable parents 
to record precious moments in their pregnancy 
and baby’s life and provide essential facts 
about their child’s development. 

Bump Buddy is a guide during pregnancy 
and Baby Buddy covers the first six months of 
the baby’s life. The apps can be personalised 
to give breastfeeding or bottle-feeding advice 
and provide appointment reminders. 

General secretary of the Royal College 
of Midwives Cathy Warwick said: ‘The new 
apps have the potential to be a game-changer 
because they provide evidence-based 
information in an engaging format.’

The plan is the apps can be downloaded 
free from relevant app stores.
Pictured: an image from the Baby Buddy app

Join the debate online 
Does the 70:30 recommendation reflect staff 
ratios in your workplace? To vote, go to www.
nursingchildrenandyoungpeople.co.uk 
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