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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – AUGUST 2014 

Chairperson’s Letter 
Dear Members,  
 

Welcome to the August 2014 issue of College Communiqué. 
 

In this edition, I would like to focus on information sharing and 
communication – pass it on!   
 

For thousands of years, Aboriginal tribes and nations commonly used a 
‘message stick’ for communicating with each other.  Messages would be 
painted, carved or burnt on a stick and delivered by hand.  The messenger 
was afforded safe entry to the other nation’s territory and delivered the 
message to the elders who would see that the messenger would return 
safely, or move on to spread the message further.  The message stick was 
typically used to announce important events and happenings and enabled 
the messenger to ensure that the messages were delivered consistently to 
the different nations. 
 

Our newsletter, Communiqué, along with our other networking media such 
as our website, Facebook and Twitter – are ‘message sticks’ for ACCYPN.  I 
would like to encourage members to share with nursing colleagues through 
your networks the current activity that is occurring in children and young 
people’s nursing.  As well as the local Chapter activities, the Board has 
some major activities underway this year.  It is probably one of our busiest 
times to date as a College.  
 

The Board and Reference Groups/Committees of members are working 
towards four major activities – the national ACCYPN Conference in October 
2014, the development of a Position Statement on Refugee and Asylum-
Seeker  children, the development of Standards of Practice for the Specialist 
Children and Young People’s Nurse, and the development of a profession-
led credentialing process for nursing specialities.  The importance and 
significance of these bodies of work need to be communicated broadly. 
More information about these activities can be found on our website. 
 

I encourage you to share the information in this newsletter, discuss these 
projects with your colleagues and networks and pass the message on 
through your professional networks. To raise awareness and create 
discussion, all you have to do is pass it on! 
 

Regards,  
Catherine Marron 
Chairperson 
Board of Directors, ACCYPN 
 
PS.  Looking forward to welcoming you to the ACCYPN Conference in October 
in Cairns!  Registration Super Early Bird available until 22 August 2014 – 
www.accypnconf.org.au  
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Dorothy Clarke Scholarship 2014 – Applications close Sunday 31 August 2014   

The Dorothy Clarke Scholarship commemorates the significant contribution made by Dorothy Clarke to paediatric 
nursing education. The purpose of this scholarship is to assist nurses working with children and young people to 
access funding for professional development activities that enhance their role in children’s health. This scholarship 
will be awarded to applicants for the following: conference attendance, study tours, tuition fees associated with 
formal study or research where applicant is a Principal Investigator.  Available funds $3000. Eligibility is limited to 
nurses employed in WA who are financial members of the ACCYPN.   
Application form and guidelines available at http://www.accypn.org.au/pd/scholarship-opportunities/professional-
development-funding/wa-scholarship/ 
Further Information please contact the Secretariat at info@accypn.org.au or 07 3348 7380 

 
Mid-Year Dinner ‘Play’ - Report:  The WA Chapter conducted their annual Mid-Year Dinner on June 19, 2014.  This 
year the theme was ‘Play’.  We had three wonderful speakers on the evening.  Tracey Blaszkow form the Kidsafe 
Playground Advisory Service talked about Play grounds that can be too safe (and no fun).  Tracey provided great 
insight into allowing kids to be kids.  This was followed by Ranita Sidhu, Occupational Therapy PMH who spoke 
about the use of therapeutic play with both the children in oncology, but also their siblings.  She gave some great 
examples of how children process issues and express themselves in play.  Our final speaker was Nadine Magill, 
Family & Hospital Support Coordinator Camp Quality who spoke about the wonderful support that Camp Quality 
provide to children, their families and spreading the word regarding childhood cancer.  At the end of the 
presentation, the camp Quality puppets joined the presentation which was fantastic.  A big thanks to our presenters 
and the Organising Committee (Leanne, Jon and Jenny), it was a wonderful friendly and informative evening. 
Some comments from those that attended included: 

• Fantastic evening and wonderful speakers 
• Excellent Great evening +++ 
• I thoroughly enjoyed the talks that were given tonight, I found the 

content quite useful and interesting 
• Excellent though provoking. Very relevant child focused topics - thanks  
• Fabulous topic/great speakers Thoroughly enjoyed the evening Thanks 

Leanne, Pam , Jon and Jenny 
• Excellent speakers Great night Close to home! Good food 
• Close to home! Well organised Excellent speakers Good food, good 

company 
• Very though provoking, well presented  
 

We were fortunate to have a number of sponsors for this event: Aspen 
Nutritions, Bayer, HESTA and BabyTeastes. Our sponsors are valued for 
their ongoing support of the ACCYPN which allows us to provide this 
important education at minimal cost to attendees. 
 
Clinical Supper – Tuesday 12 August 2014 – 5.00pm-7.00pm (1 CPD hr)  
Topic: “Allergic Rhinitis” 
Guest Speaker:  Val Noble, Immunology CNS PMH 
Venue:  Staff Development Centre, Level 6, Hay St Building, PMH  
Catering:  Pizza and light refreshments  
Cost:  ACCYPN Members Free / $5.00 Non-members (ACCYPN Members and Non-
Members Welcome) 
Register and full details:  http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/western-
australia/ 
RSVP:  Registration prior to Monday 11 August 2014 (with accompanying payment) 
is preferred, but on the night we welcome your attendance. 
TeleHealth link up available.  Please contact Leanne Gough - leanne.gough@health.wa.gov.au 

   
Future WA Chapter Events 2014 – Date Claimers 
Save the dates for the exciting WA Chapter events for 2014:   

October 7:  Clinical Supper                   December 6:  Clinical Breakfast 
 

WA Chapter Report 

 

 

 

http://www.accypn.org.au/pd/scholarship-opportunities/professional-development-funding/wa-scholarship/
http://www.accypn.org.au/pd/scholarship-opportunities/professional-development-funding/wa-scholarship/
mailto:info@accypn.org.au
http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/western-australia/
http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/western-australia/
mailto:leanne.gough@health.wa.gov.au
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Dorothy Clarke Scholarship 2013 – Report from Recipient, Scott Stokes 

WORLD CONGRESS PEDIATRIC INTENSIVE AND CRITICAL CARE 
ISTANBUL, TURKEY 

MAY 2014 
 

In May 2014, the ACCYPN (via the Dorothy Clarke Scholarship WA) afforded me the ability to attend the World 
Congress on Paediatric Intensive & Critical Care in Istanbul, Turkey.  This biennial event is the peak meeting of 
the specialty and brings together world leaders for scientific discussion and collaboration.  I was fortunate 
enough to have had two papers accepted for presentation at this event. 
 

The Paediatric Nurse Practitioner (PNP) role has been in existence in the Kimberley for two years, and has 
helped change the landscape of paediatric service delivery in that region.  There are two full-time PNP’s; one 
working in community/ambulatory paediatrics and the other in acute care; both of whom have distinct roles yet 
are inextricably linked in terms of health outcomes for children.  The Conference provided an avenue to 
demonstrate how these leadership roles contributed to those improved outcomes. 
 

The first paper gave an overview of the Minimally Invasive Respiratory Support program at Broome Hospital 
(using high flow nasal prongs and CPAP), whereby infants and children with respiratory illnesses  are cared for 
locally as opposed to a forced medivac (aeromedical evacuation) to Perth.  This is a PNP initiated and led 
venture and has resulted in health outcomes comparable to those seen in tertiary care, sustained social 
cohesion, improved staff morale and cost savings in terms of averted transfers.   
 

The second paper was presented as part of the Global Paediatric Sepsis Alliance forum and detailed the risk 
mitigation strategy implemented by the Kimberley Health Region to reduce morbidity and mortality associated 
with sepsis (reported to be seven times the national average prior).   The mandated protocol was researched, 
written, implemented and evaluated by the PNP’s, and outlines a streamlined process for assessing and 
managing unwell children who present with possible signs of sepsis.  The outcome data shows a marked 
decreased in morbidity (and zero mortality) since the introduction of the initiative.   
 

The impact and influence of Nurse Practitioners as integral health care providers continues to grow.  We are 
grateful to the Kimberley Health Region for continuing to support NP models of care, and are indebted to 
ACCYPN (WA) for providing the financial assistance to enable the sharing of this work. 
 

Scott Stokes 
Paediatric Nurse Practitioner (Acute Care) 
Kimberley Paediatric & Child Health Service 
Broome Hospital 
Western Australia  
 

 
 

Neonatal, Paediatric and Child Health Nursing Journal 

The July edition of the NPCHN Journal (Volume 17, Number 2) is available from the Members’ Section of the 
ACCYPN website (see tips below).   You can print the whole Journal or view/print individual articles, as well as 
search previous issues.  
 

Access to the Journal is via the Members’ Section of the ACCYPN website - www.accypn.org.au - log in on the 
Home Page.  If you have trouble logging in, the ACCYPN website has a password retrieval facility.  Just below the 
member log in, click on “Forgotten Your Password”, then enter your email address.  The system will reset the 
password and send your user name & password to your email address.  You can also reset your password from 
the “Forgotten Your Password” facility too.   
 

If you have further difficulties gaining access, please contact the ACCYPN Secretariat via email 
(info@accypn.org.au).   
 

Remember, if you have not yet renewed your membership, you will lose access to the Members’ Section of the 
website from 13 August 2014.  
 

mailto:info@accypn.org.au
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ACCYPN Conference  

Registration Super Early Bird rate available until 22 August 2014  
(save up $100 on full registrations – book now!)    

Registration Costs and Inclusions are listed on the Conference website!  
http://www.accypnconf.org.au/pages/registration.php    

 

Check out the great Super Early Bird Rates and special accommodation rates 
Book your leave now and don’t miss this fabulous Conference in tropical Cairns!   

 

Conference Speakers and Conference Preliminary Program  

are listed on the Conference Website…  
 

Speaker Highlight Biography - Dr Lynore K. Geia PhD, MPH & TM, BA/Nurse, RN, RM 
Senior Lecturer, CNMR Indigenous Futures Research Lead, School of Nursing, Midwifery & Nutrition, Faculty of 
Medicine, Health & Molecular Sciences, James Cook University 
  

Dr Lynore K. Geia is an Aboriginal and Torrest Strait Islander woman from Palm Island - a forced Indigenous 
Settlement off the coast of North Queensland, Australia - now home to the Bwgcolman Peoples.  Lynore is a nurse and 
midwife with extensive experience in birthing in the United Kingdom, Central Australia and Townsville.  Lynore is 
passionate about developing community strategies to support and strengthen Indigenous families and service 
providers.  
 Lynore has recently completed her PhD studies at James Cook University (2012) with a ground-breaking thesis 
presenting the strengths of child-rearing practices on Palm Island through the voices of four generations of families.  
Lynore developed a new frontier in Indigenous Epistemology.  Her work has been acclaimed nationally and 
internationally at the recent International Congress of Nursing. 
 Now employed as Senior Lecturer and Lead in Indigenous Research at the School of Nursing, Midwifer and Nutrition, 
James Cook University, Lynore also lectures in nursing and midwifery, educating students in appropriate health care 
delivery to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people of North Queensland. 

 

ACCYPN 2014 Conference – Hybrid event – What is that?   
Hybrid Conferences offer a mix of face-to-face and virtual experiences simultaneously. You complement your face-to-
face, on-site, physical event with viewing over the web, both live and on-demand. The result is a Hybrid Conference 
that serves two audiences: those who could not attend the physical Conference and those who attended by want to 
review sessions they may have missed. 
 

Hybrid Conferences are especially beneficial to those with travel and/or work restrictions. Speakers' audio and video, 
along with any visual aids, webcasts the synchronised stream over the web. Virtual attendees can watch live, or you 
can create a Conference archive of online video presentations to watch on-demand. 
 

Prior to 1 October 2014, you can upgrade your Virtual Registration to Conference Registration at the rate available at 
time of original purchase (ie Super Early Bird).  Check out more details via the Conference website:  
http://www.accypnconf.org.au/pages/what-is-a-hybrid-conference.php   

 

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2014 ACCYPN Conference! 

http://www.accypnconf.org.au/pages/registration.php
http://www.accypnconf.org.au/pages/what-is-a-hybrid-conference.php
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Development of a professional recognition scheme for specialist nursing 
 
The aim of this project is to establish evidence based credentialing program for specialist nursing practice, in 
collaboration with specialist professional Colleges and nursing Organisations in Australia. 
 
There are six Colleges involved in the project.  These are:  

• Australian College of Mental Health Nurses (ACMHN)  

• Australian College of Children and Young People’s Nurses  

• Australian College of Operating Room Nurses  

• College of Emergency Nursing Australia  

• Gastroenterological Nurses College of Australia  

• Palliative Care Nurses Australia 
 
The work of this project is building on the Australian work undertaken by the Coalition of National Nursing 
Organisations which included the development of a governance framework for National Nursing 
Organisations (2006), an evidence based framework for credentialing which includes an implementation 
toolkit (2011) and findings from the CoNNO literature review (2011).   
 
At the time of the endorsement of the CoNNO Credentialing Framework in 2011, agreement was reached to 
adopt the following definition and this definition has been adopted by the project:  
 
Credentialing: 
The process by which an individual nurse is designated as having met established specialist professional 
nursing practice standards as determined by the CoNNO member organisation.  In Australia this is a voluntary 
process for nurses, and credentialing is governed by professional nursing organisations. 
 
Elements required to meet credentialing: 

• Practice Experience in the speciality 

• Specialist education and qualifications 

• Continuing Professional Development 

• Demonstrated ability to meet specialist standards 
 
Key benefits of credentialing for the individual specialist nurse include:  

o achieving formal recognition by peers of their specialist knowledge and skills,  
o having opportunities for career advancement and greater responsibility,  
o The possibility for career progression from employers who recognise the value of 

credentialing  
 
Key benefits of credentialing for the employer and consumer include:  

• Provides confirmation to patients, employers and the profession of an individual nurse’s specialist 
skills and knowledge in a defined area of practice. 

 
The Project Committee which includes representatives from ACCYPN (Rosie Macleavy, Catherine Marron 
(attended workshop 12/7) and Jan Pratt) have met for two full-day Workshops and two teleconferences (see 
Committee photo at meeting on 14 June 2014). 
 
The Project has been funded by the Nursing and Midwifery Office, Queensland Health, and the Australian 
College of Mental Health Nurses are leading the Project. 
 

Continued next page… 
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ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 515 Likes on Facebook… 

 

This is very exciting and a good promotion of ACCYPN and what we stand for.  Please continue to share this news 
within your networks so the good work of ACCYPN reaches right across the country.  Our target audience for likes 
is Nurses involved in caring for children and young people.  

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN                      @ACCYPN     

Development of a professional recognition scheme for specialist nursing continued… 
Prior to the introduction of National Registration Child Health Nurses in most states had specialist recognition 
via the regulation authority. Paediatric Nurses were not included in the registration. This process provides a 
process that will restore specialist practice recognition for any nurse working with children and young people 
who can meet the requirements for Credentialing.  
 
This is an exciting project that will lead to a National framework for recognition for specialist nurses, in the case 
of ACCYPN - Children and Young People’s Nurses.   
 
The final Credentialing Framework will be presented at the ACCYPN Conference 20-21 October 2014.   
 
Further updates will be provided in the next edition of ACCYPN’s newsletter, social media (Facebook and 
Twitter) and at presentations.  Also follow the project at http://www.c4n.com.au 
 

 
 

Participants in the Credentialing Project pictured above 
 

Credentialing: Promoting excellence in nursing and nursing care.   

Find out more at www.c4n.com.au   #credentialing 
 

ACCYPN Membership Renewals / New Members 
ACCYPN Members, if you have not yet renewed, you have been emailed a personalised link to please renew your 
membership by COB Wednesday 13 August 2014 to maintain your access to member benefits (journal access etc).  

New Members are always welcome and they can join online!  http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/   

Join or Renew NOW to take advantage of reduced Conference registration fees!  

http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN
http://www.c4n.com.au/
http://www.c4n.com.au/
http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/


Professor Linda Johnston RN PhD 

Editor 
linda.johnston@qub.ac.uk

The July issue demonstrates the breadth of expertise held by our contributing authors. With the privilege of being Editor for 3 years,  
I reflect on the position held by children’s and young people’s health in government policy around the world. Empirical research 
papers with patients and families, and a review of adolescents’ access to health services are a few of the contributions in this issue. 
Authors should also take note of the guidelines with respect to e-repositories.  

Official JOurnal Of australian cOllege Of children & YOung PeOPle’s nurses, 
australian cOllege Of neOnatal nurses, neOnatal nurses cOllege aOtearOa 
and nurses fOr children and YOung PeOPle aOtearOa

Neonatal,  Paediatric and Child Health Nursing

Click here to access current issue of NPCHN

Developing a culture of nursing research in neonatal clinical care in Western Australia
Laurene Aydon, Yvonne Hauck, Jamee Murdoch and Christine Foster

The voice of the adolescent: perceptions of general practice and accessing other health care 
services
Alison Hutton and Nicola Jackson

Management of atopic dermatitis in children: Evaluation of parents’ self-efficacy, outcome 
expectations, and self-reported task performance using the Child Eczema Management 
Questionnaire
Amy E Mitchell and Jennifer A Fraser

RESUS4KIDS: Teaching paediatric resuscitation to nurses in New South Wales
Margaret Allwood,, Kathryn McGarvey and Fenton O'Leary

Cochrane Nursing Care Network
Carmel Collins and Trudi Mannix

mailto:linda.johnston%40qub.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.npchn.com/
http://www.activebabiessmartkids.com.au


           

 
                     

 

Australian meningococcal survivors urge vigilance 

ahead of impending peak season 

 Meningococcal disease infection rates spike July – September, analyses show1,2 

 New survey shows nearly 8 out of 10 of those who have experienced the disease say it  

continues to impact their lives physically or psychologically 

 Meningococcal Australia launches new online tool as Australian parents urged to know the 

signs and symptoms, check vaccinations are up to date and act quickly 

(http://vimeo.com/meningococcalaustralia/sketch) 

Sunday 15 June, 2014: Australian meningococcal disease survivors have issued a reminder to 

parents to take the time to understand this rare but devastating disease ahead of peak season, 

when the incidence of the disease, on average, rises to 26 cases per month, almost double that of 

January – March.1,2 

The call comes with the release of results from a new survey conducted by Meningococcal Australia 

amongst Australian families who have lived through meningococcal disease (n=38), which highlights 

the continuing physical and psychological impact, not just on those who survive, but on their families 

as well.3 

Of the respondents, 10 per cent had lost a family member to the disease and of those who survived, 

79 per cent said they continued to be impacted physically and/or psychologically. Physical impacts 

included amputations, brain damage, scarring and chronic pain through to decreased kidney 

function, fatigue, headaches and deafness.3  

Those who were physically impacted had on average 51 doctor visits, procedures and/or operations 

in the first year following diagnosis alone.3 

Almost half (47 per cent) spoke of the psychological effect that continues to impact their lives even 

years after the event. Survivors and parents said the trauma of the initial event and ongoing stress 

had led to depression and anxiety in some cases, as well as a phobia of hospitals and procedures, 

particularly in those who experienced the disease as a young child.3 

Many of those involved in the survey said they were not aware of the disease, underestimated how 

severe it was or simply didn’t think it would affect them or their family. All were united in the advice 

they would give other Australian parents to help them protect their family in the lead up to peak 

meningococcal season:3 

1. Be aware of the signs and symptoms of meningococcal disease 

2. Act quickly if meningococcal disease is suspected and seek medical advice 

3. Make sure your family is vaccinated against all major strains of meningococcal disease 

 

http://vimeo.com/meningococcalaustralia/sketch


           

 
 

“As a survivor I know the disease is frightening in the initial stages - it progresses so quickly which 

means it is an inevitable race against time to accurately diagnose it and then to try and get it under 

control,” said Kirsten Baker, Director of Meningococcal Australia.   

“However what came through quite strongly from our survey was how much of an emotional struggle 

families also go through in the aftermath and for years to come. Sadly, survival is only their first 

hurdle. 

“The good news is, meningococcal disease is now largely preventable and with peak season just 

around the corner parents need to make sure their family is properly protected.” 

Meningococcal is a sudden and severe disease that can lead to death in less than 24 hours.4,5 

Simple hygiene measures, such as washing hands and covering your mouth when coughing or 

sneezing, can help reduce the spread of the disease but vaccination is the best form of protection.6  

There are vaccines now available in Australia to protect against all the major strains of 

meningococcal disease, and these are recommended by the peak immunisation advisory body to 

the Government.7,8 

Between 200–250 cases of meningococcal disease are reported in Australia every year from five 

major strains (A, B, C, W and Y), with the B group accounting for around 84 per cent of these 

cases.6,9,10  

Peak season for meningococcal disease occurs during the months July – September, where 

infection rates are on average almost 50 per cent higher than those in April – June and October – 

December (~80 vs. ~54 cases) and almost double that of January – March (~43 cases).1,2  

Around 5–10 per cent of those who contract meningococcal disease will not survive 4,5 and 20 per 

cent of survivors are left with permanent disabilities that range from learning difficulties, sight/hearing 

problems, loss of fingers, toes and limbs, as well as scarring from skin grafts.11,12 

Meningococcal disease can present as meningitis (an infection of the membrane around the brain 

and spine), septicaemia (blood poisoning), or a combination of both.13,14 It is spread by prolonged 

close contact such as coughing, sneezing and kissing.  

Symptoms can vary considerably and may include: 

 headache  

 fever  

 fatigue or drowsiness  

 a stiff or painful neck  

 sensitivity to light 

 vomiting or shivering  

 cold hands and feet  

 muscle or joint pain 

 a change in skin colour.  



           

 
The late-stage rash may also develop which can start off as a spot, blister or pinpricks and later turn 

into purple bruise-like blotches.6,15 

Ahead of this peak season, Meningococcal Australia is launching their Know, Check, Act online 

educational tool to help parents better understand the signs and symptoms, know how to protect 

their family and what to do should they suspect someone they care for has meningococcal disease. 

(Available at: http://vimeo.com/meningococcalaustralia/sketch) 

Parents wanting more information about the disease should talk with their doctor and visit 

www.meningococcal.org.au or www.facebook.com/MeningococcalAustralia 

-   Ends   -  

 

Issued on behalf of Meningococcal Australia by SenateSHJ and supported by Novartis Vaccines. 

For further information or to arrange an interview with a Meningococcal Australia 

spokesperson, contact: 

Marnie Sironen on 02 9256 9717 / 0423 588 449 / marnie@senateshj.com.au 

 
About Meningococcal Australia 

Meningococcal Australia was formed by people who are passionate about increasing community 

awareness of the signs and symptoms of meningococcal disease. Early diagnosis and treatment is critical 

to avoid complications from the disease and ensure the best chance of recovery and survival.  

Many of the members of Meningococcal Australia have been personally touched by the disease and have 

dedicated their efforts to preventing meningococcal from impacting other families.  

Meningococcal Australia works to:  

 Educate the community about meningococcal disease  

 Lobby for appropriate prevention and treatment pathways  

 Provide support to those families affected by meningococcal disease  

 Work in consultation with the state-based meningococcal charities  

For more information about Meningococcal Australia, please visit: www.meningococcal.org.au or 

www.facebook.com/MeningococcalAustralia 
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Staff Development Centre  

Level 6, Hay St Building, PMH 
 

 
 

 
 

Pizza and refreshment will be served 
 
 

All welcome 
Members Free               Non-Members $5 

 
 Registration prior to August 11 is preferred, please register through the ACCYPN 

website www.accypn.org.au but on the night we welcome your attendance 

WA Chapter 

TeleHealth link up available 
Please contact Leanne 

Leanne.gough@health.wa.gov.au 

 

http://www.accypn.org.au/
mailto:Leanne.gough@health.wa.gov.au
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