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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – FEBRUARY 2016

Chairperson’s Letter 
 

Dear Members, 

Happy New Year and welcome to the February edition of College Communiqué.  

In the last newsletter for 2015, I encouraged members to get involved in ACCYPN 
activities. This month I would like to acknowledge and thank each of you who 
have freely given of your time for professional activities to support the College 
and promote the health and wellbeing of children and young people.  

We welcome two new Directors to the Board – Dr Linda Shields and Ms Lissa 
McLoughlin and we say farewell to Ms Anne Youles. The Board is very grateful for 
the support and work of Anne and all the other Directors and Company position 
holders. Many of you may not know that all Directors and Company positions of 
ACCYPN are voluntary positions, along with all Sub-Committees. Working groups 
and Committees such as the Conference Committee, Journal Management Board, 
Reference Groups and Working Groups (e.g. Credentialing and Standards of 
Practice) are also made up of members who commit their personal time, usually 
outside of normal working hours, to participate in teleconference meetings and 
conduct the business to ensure that work progresses and decisions are made. I 
also thank members who have contributed to the development of documents and 
provided feedback towards ACCYPN responses on heath policy and position 
papers. Furthermore, I thank the Directors and members who have represented 
ACCYPN on other nursing committees, at conferences, and other key stakeholder 
events. 

So to each and every member, I extend the sincere thanks of the Board for the 
time and commitment you have given and continue to give, to advancing children 
and young people’s nursing and care. 

NO ONE can do everything, but EVERYONE can do something” (Author unknown) 

  

Kind regards   

Catherine Marron  

Chairperson – ACCYPN  

 
KEY DATES - Mark your Diaries! 

Abstracts Open:                                              3 February 2016 

Submissions Close:                                        31 March 2016  

Super Early Bird Registration Opens:             1 June 2016 
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Queensland Chapter 

 

Credentialing for Specialist Nurses 
 
As previously advised ACCYPN is participating in a National Project to develop a National Framework for 
Credentialing of Specialist Nurses. A steering Committee has worked for the past 18 months on developing the 
framework. The Queensland Health Office of the Chief Nurse and Midwifery Officer has funded the project team 
led by the Australian College of Mental Health Nurses. 
 
On Thursday 18th February, Queensland Chapter held an event to promote Credentialing to the membership and 
wider community of children and young people’s nurses. 
 
The session was titled “Credentialing for Children and Young People’s Nurses - What are the benefits?”  This 
presentation explored the history of how and why of the Credentialing program, it then runs through the 
credentialing project and steps required to become a Credentialed Children and Young People’s Nurse.  
 
Despite some technical difficulties, the event was successful. There were 88 attendees and 22 videoconference 
sites on line. The presentation is available on the website: 
 
Download the slides from the February 2014 Credentialing Event. 
Download PowerPoint / Download PDF 
 
To assist with the roll out of the program, each College has enlisted the help of members who are acting as 
Ambassadors for the project. These members have volunteered for this role to promote the project, to apply for 
credentialing and then be available to review other applications. 
 
The Ambassadors are: 
  

HEALTH SERVICE AMBASSADOR/S CONTACT DETAILS 

Cairns & Hinterland Wendy Cannon Wendy.cannon@health.qld.gov.au 

Central Queensland Bree Walker Bree.walker@health.qld.gov.au 

Children’s Health Queensland Karen Berry 
Lisa Hutchinson 
Robyn Penny 

KarenJ.Berry@health.qld.gov.au 
Lisa.hutchinson@health.qld.gov.au 
Robyn.penny@hdr.qut.edu.au 

Gold Coast Renee Clark Renee.clark@health.qld.gov.au 

Mackay Helen Alvers Helen.alvers@health.qld.gov.au 

West Moreton Marie McLaughlin Marie.mclaughlin@health.qld.gov.au 
 
 
Seven of the eight have applied to be credentialed and their applications are currently being peer reviewed.. 
ACCYPN plans to roll out the process across Australia. 
 
ACCYPN will advise the membership when we have the application process open to all. There is no reason why 
you cannot start preparing your application now. Go to http://www.c4n.com.au/#!applying-for-
credentialing/ct5f  and work your way through the application kit. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity for those nurses who wish to gain personal and professional recognition in  
Children and Young People’s Nursing.  
 
Please note, you do not have to be a member of the College to apply for credentialing, but you do need to be 
eligible to apply for one of the following organisations and working in the specialty: 
 

 Australian College of Children and Young Peoples Nurses 

 Australian College of Mental Health Nurses 

 Cancer Nurses Society Australia 

 College of Emergency Nurses Australasia 

 Palliative Care Nurses Australia 

Chapter Reports 
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Western Australia Chapter 

 
The WA Chapter is looking forward to another successful and busy year! 
 
Our activities recommence in March with our first clinical supper of the year on Tuesday March 1st at 5pm in the 
Staff Development Area of Princes Margaret Hospital: The clinical presentation is by Bev Robison and titled: “Co-
production and co-design: Involving children and families in the redesign of CAMHS services and embedding 
the Charter of Mental Health Care Principles throughout service delivery” 
 
Aspen Nutrition are again generously sponsoring the event and we are immensely grateful to them. 
   
The Caring for Country Kids conference will be attended by Scott Stokes who will also host an ACCYPN display 
table. The three day conference is at Alice Springs on April 17th to 19th. Scott is delivering two presentations: 
Skin sores up north: influences on APSGN, rheumatic heart disease and Sepsis in children . 
 
The second is Nursing, innovation and scopes of rural/remote practice. 
 
Our working party committee has received a boost in members following our advertisement for student 
representatives. We had an overwhelming response and have recruited two students members from the local 
universities. 
 
The working party is also hoping to attend the forthcoming South West Nursing Expo which is being held in 
Bunbury. 
 
Our next committee meeting is 15th March at 1700 hours in the Staff Development Centre at Princes Margaret 
Hospital Perth - all are welcome! 
 

 
 

Standards of Practice Update 

All the feedback from round 2 of the Delphi survey has been incorporated and a final draft of the standards has 
been presented to the Board for review and feedback. In total 113 surveys were completed over 2 rounds.  

Although most participants in the first round of the survey rated each standard as important or very important, 
there was greater consensus in the second round with less variation in responses and consensus was reached 
without requiring a third survey round. The new Standards of Practice for Children and Young People’s Nurses 
document is now being drafted with an anticipated launch in early 2016.  

Thank you to all members who have participated in the development and subsequent surveys. 

Cathy Marron and Linda Crowe 

 

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 743 Likes on Facebook… 

 

This is very exciting and a good promotion of ACCYPN and what we stand for.  Please continue to share this news 
within your networks so the good work of ACCYPN reaches right across the country.  Our target audience for likes is 
Nurses involved in caring for children and young people.  

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN                       @ACCYPN     
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ACCYPN Learning on Demand  

Access to webcasts via the ACCYPN website www.accypn.org.au follow the links to 
Knowledge Centre / Learning on Demand with over 65 Webcasts free for member. 
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5th Asia Pacific Congress of Paediatric Nursing - Hyderabad, India  
January 22-23 2016 

The 5th Asia Pacific Congress of Paediatric Nursing was at the 53rd Annual Conference of Indian Academy of 
Paediatrics (PEDICON) in conjunction with the 15th Asia Pacific Congress of Paediatrics in Telengana State, 
India. 

ACCYPN Company Secretary Dr Jan Pratt and Chairperson Ms Cathy Marron were invited speakers from ACCYPN 
as a member organisation of the Asia Pacific Paediatric Nurses Association. Dr Pratt presented an oral paper 
titled “Nursing Informatics – The Future of Paediatric Nursing”, and Ms Marron presented a paper titled 
“Children are not just small adults: the Importance of Standards of Practice for Children and Young People’s 
Nurses”. 

 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Top Left: Dr Jan Pratt AM – Secretary ACCYPN, Catherine 

Marron – Chairperson ACCYPN and Dr Autchareeya 

Patoomwan (Thailand) presenting invited speaker with 

certificate of appreciation. 

Top Right: Dr Jan Pratt AM – Secretary ACCYPN presenting 

“Nursing Informatics – the future of paediatric nursing”. 

Left: Catherine Marron – Chairperson ACCYPN with 

Trained Nurses Associatoin of India Conference Delegates. 

ACCYPN Rapid Fire Call for Abstracts!  
For the first time at an ACCPYN Conference there are “Rapid Fire” Oral Presentations 
where presenters get 90 seconds to present an “elevator pitch” (a succinct and 
persuasive sales pitch) to Delegates outlining the outcomes of innovative practice, 
research, education or management that they are working on.  

This presentation must be presented on an A4 Poster (sheet of paper). 
 

Never presented at a conference before this is the perfect opportunity to present to 
your peers! 
 

Abstract submissions Close 31 March 2016 
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

ACCYPN invites Abstracts that address acute health care, primary and community health care and 
young people’s health care which focus on the major themes of:   

Honouring the Past  

Children and Young People’s Nursing has developed significantly in the last 50-100 years. What 
lessons are to be learnt from this time?  

Treasuring the Present  

Children and Young People’s Nurses deliver high quality care in a shifting environment. How has 
current practice adapted to the current healthcare environment and social, political and economic 
changes?  

Shaping the Future  

What is the vision or children and young people’s nursing into the future? Where do we want to 
take this specialty practice in the years to come?  

Abstracts will also address one (1) or more of the following key areas: 

1. Contemporary and Innovative Clinical Practice 

2. Cultural Perspectives 

3. Education 

4. Leadership and Management 

5. Quality and Safety 

6. Research and Research Translation 

Presentation Types 

Abstract presentations types include Oral Presentations, Poster Presentations and Rapid Fire Oral 
Presentations.  

REGISTER YOUR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

www.accypn.org.au/conference-2016 
To the receive Conference news and information on:  

 Call for Abstracts 

 Attending the Conference 

 Sponsoring & Exhibiting at the Conference 

Abstract Submission Closes 31 March 2016 

Registration Opens 1 June 2016 
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ACCYPN Membership  

ACCYPN Members Renewal Notices will be sent  out on 1 May 2016. 

Listed below are the membership fees.  ACCYPN membership fees are fully tax deducible.  

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  

ACCYPN members receive the following benefits:  

 Neonatal, Paediatric and Child Health Nursing (Journal 3 Issues per year). Online Access 

 Learning on Demand – Currently 89 Webcasts - 65 or 73% free for members (as at Feb 2016) 

 Discount to Member Events  

 Bi-monthly newsletters 

 Access to the ACCYPN website containing the activities of the organisation  

 Membership of an organisation that advocates for the needs of children, young people and their families 
within the broad health context  

 Opportunity to nominate for National Executive  

 Opportunity to participate in Committees and contribute to the development of policies 

 Access to the specialty Standards relating to children and young people’s nursing access to the credentialing 
process 

 Access to Member only Scholarships 

 

 




