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WHAT’S INSIDE? 
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 Queensland Chapter  

 Victorian Chapter 

 Western Australia Chapter 

 

JOURNAL ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
APPOINTMENT – PROF FIONA 
NEWELL  
 

INTERESTING LINKS 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE FLYER 

 

EMAIL LISTING 
To ensure that all emailed 
ACCYPN correspondence 
reaches you please add 
info@accypn.org.au to your 
address book and/or safe 
senders list. 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – JUNE 2013 

Chairperson’s Letter 
Dear Members,  
 

Welcome to the June issue of College Communiqué.  
 

It is now only three months until the 4th International Congress of Paediatric 
Nursing hosted by ACCYPN.  It is also the second annual Conference of 
ACCYPN.  The program covers diverse practice settings. 
 

More than 20% of presenters are from overseas so don’t miss this 
opportunity to hear and learn from international and national speakers.  
Just a reminder that Early Bird registration closes FRIDAY - 14 JUNE 2013. 
 

If you have a colleague that is undecided about joining do point out that a 
member early bird is $200.00 less than the non-member fee.  The full 
program will be published soon after the Early Bird Closes. 
 

Following the Communique Chairperson’s Letter in April I had a member 
contact me regarding the quality and safety aspect of unregulated workers 
in the child health domain.  I have encouraged the member start a 
discussion on the Child Health list-serv.  So watch that space and share 
your thoughts. 
 

The Membership Challenge has one month to go!  I would encourage all 
members to encourage a colleague to join.  In May we had 29 new members 
which was very exciting.  
 

Thank you to the Members who have completed the: 2013 State of the 
Sector Survey.  The survey closed on 31 May.  The purpose of the survey is 
to help us understand how to improve quality of services and the value they 
provide to you. We will report further on this in another edition of 
Communique. 
 

ACCYPN can now be followed on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN  and Twitter @ACCYPN 
  

I look forward to meeting many of you at the Conference in August. 
 

Regards, Jan Pratt - Chairperson, Board of Directors, ACCYPN   

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
 

At time the time of distribution, we have 143 

 Likes on Facebook…  

This is very exciting and a good promotion of ACCYPN and what we stand 
for.  Please share this news within your networks so the good work of 
ACCYPN reaches right across the country.  Our target audience for likes is 
Nurses involved in caring for children and young people.  
 

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN 

 @ACCYPN 

 

Membership  
Renewals 

 

Membership is due  
30 June 2013 

You will have received your 
invitation to renewal via 
email (personalised link 

included).  Please contact 
the Secretariat if you need 

any assistance – 
info@accypn.org.au  

Please note: Renewals 
received after 30 June 2013 

will incur a $15 late fee. 

            

http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN
http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN
mailto:info@accypn.org.au
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Chapter Reports 
Queensland Chapter 
 

The May Clinical Forum showcased contemporary health care for young people in the areas of diabetes transition 
of care, eating disorders and nutrition.  Ms Eunice Isles (Diabetes Educator/Endocrine CNC) presented the grim 
reality that almost one-third of young people with diabetes are lost to follow up in the transition from paediatric to 
adult care, and the vital role we play in their treatment and planning for ongoing care.  Eunice has developed the 
SWEET Program a fantastic web-based resource for young people with diabetes, and also great information for 
families and health professionals – www.sweet.org.au 
Richard Listser (Senior Social Worker) provided an overview of eating disorders in young people and contemporary 
treatment programs including family therapy. Richard highlighted the importance of early detection and 
intervention and the significance of developing strong support networks for young people and their families. 

Barbara Radcliffe (Community Nutritionist presented a dynamic session on what’s new in nutrition for young 
people and how we can promote better nutrition in this key age group addressing challenges such as media and 
marketing of nutritionally-poor or unnecessary foods.   

Networking Evenings  

Come and enjoy the networking opportunity and critical conversation on topical children’s health issues each 
month with your peers.  Have a tea/coffee or a meal. (The drinks and food are self-funded) 

Dates: 3rd Tuesday of each month (February to November) 
Time: 6.00pm - 8.00pm 
Venue: The Greek Club, 29 Edmondstone Street, South Brisbane 

Victorian Chapter 
Victoria held its first Chapter Event on 13 February this year.  The topic was Immunisations and Vaccines – What is 
New and What is Different, and was presented by Sonja Elia, the Nurse Manager of the Immunisation Service at 
the Royal Children’s Hospital.  We had a good mix of members and non-members with 66 attendees in total, 
which we were very pleased about for our first Chapter Event.  Jacquie Burton also presented the data received 
from the Survey Monkey sent to Victorian members in late 2012 on what members wanted the Chapter to look like 
and the type of events they wanted.  At present the feeling from members was that short Clinical Supper type 
events would be the best way to move forward. 

Our second Chapter Event was on 16 May where Kathy Bicknell the Burns Clinical Nurse Consultant at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, presented an update on Burns Management.  Dr Jan Pratt also presented to the group about 
the College - What you can do for the College and what can the College do for you.  Again there was a mix of 
members and non-members that attended and the evening was sponsored by Smith & Nephew. 

The next Chapter Event will also be a Clinical Supper planned for October and will hopefully be at either a regional 
or outer metropolitan venue.  Stay tuned for further details – keep an eye on the Victorian Chapter page of the 
ACCYPN website – http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/victoria/  

 

Western Australia Chapter 
“ACT on Procedural Pain and Fear”  

The WA Chapter was very pleased to conduct this special education event in collaboration with the PMH on 19 April 
2013 at the University Club.  

Dr Bernie Whitaker, Pain Consultant was our guest speaker.  He gave a fabulous presentation about Acceptance and 
Commitment Therapy (ACT).  ACT is both a set of guiding psychological principles and a form of Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy (CBT).  His presentation focussed on creating a shift from controlling or removing fear and 
anxiety in our patients to making room for anxiety and fear and accepting these as normal feelings that can be 
managed using simple techniques. 

The event was kindly sponsored by Pfizer and attended by 36 people - a mix of ACCYPN members and non-
members.  The participants found the presentation very interesting, some of the comments were: 

• ‘Great seeing applicable to practice’ 

• ‘It was interesting to engaging and imagine the side of the therapy that is ACT’ 

• ‘Really enjoyable, good experience actual examples. Helpful not only for clients but also ourselves’ 

• ‘Very interesting and would recommend to everyone! Helpful to myself as well.’ 

• ‘Fantastic, looking forward to practice this in the OR’ 
 

http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/victoria/
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  Western Australia Chapter cont’d… 
Upcoming Events 

Mid-Year Dinner Thursday 20 June 2013 commencing 5.30pm 

Topic: ‘Sleep’ 

Guest speakers:   

• Sleep and Settling for Child Health, Paediatric and Nurses working with Children - Susan Birnie, Ngala  

• Obstructive sleep disorder in toddlers and children - Dr Adelaide Withers, PMH 

• Sleep, obesity and behaviour - Dr Daniel Lane, Perth Brain Centre 

Venue:  Como Bowling Club, 99 Hensman Street, South Perth (Free parking at the venue) 

Cost:  Registration includes 2 course dinner $25 members / $35 Non-members 

Register on-line http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/western-australia/  

For further information:  Email Pam O’Nions - pam.onions@bigpond.com  

 

WA Chapter Calendar of Activities 2013 - Dates for the diary 

6 August 2013 - Clinical Supper    2 November 2013 - Clinical Breakfast 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meet Fiona! Current Appointments: 

• Director, Nursing Research, Royal Children’s Hospital  

• Clinical Nurse Consultant, Clinical Haematology, Royal Children’s Hospital  

• Honorary Professorial Fellow, Departments of Paediatrics and Nursing, The University of Melbourne 

• Honorary Fellow, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute  
 

Fiona completed her undergraduate nursing training at Curtin University in Western Australia.  In 1998, Fiona moved 
to Victoria and commenced working in the field of paediatric thrombosis and anticoagulation.  Fiona established a 
nurse-coordinated anticoagulation service at the Royal Children’s Hospital, the only one of its kind in Australia.  She 
has extensive clinical research experience and has over 70 publications in peer-reviewed journals.  Fiona completed 
her Master of Nursing (Research, 2005) and PhD (2009) at The University of Melbourne.  Fiona’s Masters Thesis 
investigated the outcomes of warfarin (a blood thinning medication) in children and explored strategies to optimise 
the management of this medication in children.  Her PhD thesis explored the pharmacokinetics and monitoring of 
another blood thinning medication (unfractionated heparin) in children.  The findings of both research degrees have 
been filtered back into practice to improve the quality of care patients requiring such medications receive.  For her 
work in the area of warfarin management, Fiona was awarded a Victorian Public Healthcare Award in 2011.  Fiona is 
currently supervising three PhD students and a number of nursing students completing minor theses.  
 

In June 2011, Fiona was appointed to the position of Professor/Director of Nursing Research at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital.  In this role, Fiona supports the nursing workforce to engage in evidence-based practice and promotes 
their involvement in research activities that have the potential to improve patient care.  Fiona actively contributes to 
the organisation-wide approach to supporting and promoting inter-disciplinary clinical research on campus.  In 
addition to her honorary appointments with The University of Melbourne and the Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute, Fiona continues to work one day a week in her role of Anticoagulation Nurse Consultant at RCH. This 
ongoing clinical appointment provides a strong foundation upon which Fiona can promote the positive integration 
of clinical practice and research on the RCH campus.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

ACCYPN Congratulates Professor Fiona Newall on her 

appointment as Associate Editor of the ‘Neonatal, Paediatric 

and Child Health Nursing Journal’ 
Thank you to Professor Fiona Newall for taking on the three year tenure representing 
ACCYPN as Associate Editor of the Neonatal, Paediatric and Child Health Nursing Journal.  

 

http://www.accypn.org.au/chapters/chapters/western-australia/
mailto:pam.onions@bigpond.com
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Interesting Links… 
 

ACCYPN article in ‘The Health Scoop – The Career and Education Magazine for Health Professionals : 

Please visit http://issuu.com/nursingpost/docs/the_heath_scoop_-_issue_10_ebook?e=1253696/2555756 - and 
click through to pages 14 &15.  This gives a great overview of ACCYPN and what we are all about! 

 
 

The Commissioner for Children and Young People (Western Australia), Michelle Scott writes: 

1 May 2013, I released my updated Youth Justice issues paper which outlines my views on what is required to deliver 
better results for WA children, young people, families and the broader community.   

The statistics and evidence is clear – over many years WA has not invested sufficiently in staff, resources and 
diversion programs to address the underlying causes of young people’s offending behaviour and protect the 
community.   

This is why between mid-2008 and mid-2012 the number of young people in detention in WA has increased, 
whereas some other Australian states have declining numbers of young people in detention.  As a community we 
must do all we can to provide these children and young people with the opportunity to get their young lives back on 
track.   

I am optimistic the debate around youth justice that has followed the Banksia Hill incident will result in a new focus 
for WA.  We have successful programs in WA, such as the Regional Youth Justice Services, Outcare and Halo, and we 
should look at how these programs, and others like them from around Australia, can be expanded. 

I invite you to review the Youth Justice issues paper which is available on my website - 
http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/files/IssuesPapers/Youth%20Justice%20Issues%20Paper%20May%202013.pdf  

 

The Commissioner for Children and Young People (Western Australia), Michelle Scott writes: 

15 May 2013, I released my Supporting Parents issues paper which outlines my views on what is required to help 
parents successfully navigate the challenges, stresses and complexities of modern parenting. 

According to the Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth parenting is one of the most important 
determinants of a child’s emotional and social wellbeing and development as well as their health and success at 
school.  That is why we need to ensure that all parents can easily access quality information, services and resources 
to help them tackle issues including sexualisation, cyber safety, bullying, alcohol and mental health. 

The Department for Communities needs to have an enhanced role in the coordination of all parenting programs and 
services across WA to ensure that advice, support and specialist services are consistently available for all parents 
who wish to access them. 

I invite you to review the Supporting Parents issues paper which is available on my website - 
http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/files/resource/Issues%20paper%20-%20Supporting%20Parents%20-
%20May%202013.pdf  

 
The Acting Commissioner for Children and Young People and Child Guardian – Queensland, Barry 
Salmon writes: 

I would like to bring your attention to this latest Trends and Issues Paper Number 15: Child deaths – risk of death in 
off-road transport incidents, which was released today. 

The paper examines transport-related child deaths in Queensland using data from the Queensland Child Death 
Register and the Department of Transport and Main Roads’ road toll statistics for children under 18 years in 
Queensland.  The paper highlights the importance of acknowledging that approximately one-quarter (57 of 237, or 
24%) of transport-related child deaths in Queensland occurred in an off-road context between 2007 and 2012, 
external to the official road toll statistics.  

I hope you find this paper and series useful to your area of responsibility and interest.  Links are below and 
available on the Commission’s website – www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au     

http://www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au/pdf/publications/papers/trends-and-issues/Trends-and-Issues-paper-15.pdf  

http://www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au/resources/Trends-and-Issues-Papers.html    

 
 

 
 

http://issuu.com/nursingpost/docs/the_heath_scoop_-_issue_10_ebook?e=1253696/2555756
http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/files/IssuesPapers/Youth%20Justice%20Issues%20Paper%20May%202013.pdf
http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/files/resource/Issues%20paper%20-%20Supporting%20Parents%20-%20May%202013.pdf
http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/files/resource/Issues%20paper%20-%20Supporting%20Parents%20-%20May%202013.pdf
http://www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au/pdf/publications/papers/trends-and-issues/Trends-and-Issues-paper-15.pdf
http://www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au/resources/Trends-and-Issues-Papers.html


 

 

 
To ACCYPN members 

Building the College  
for the future –  

the 2013 Challenge! 
 

The 2013 Challenge is for every 
member to recruit a new 
member by 30 June 2013. 

 
Are you up to the Challenge? 
We will report the progress  

via the Newsletter. 



 

 

PLEASE PLACE THIS ON NOTICE BOARDS IN YOUR WORK AREA 

The Australian College of Children and Young People’s Nurses 
(ACCYPN) needs you now! 

Why Join? 
• Children and young people’s nursing is a speciality and this specialty 

practice needs to continually develop through education and research.  

• ACCYPN is working to develop and promote the speciality.  

• Members have the opportunity to use their expertise to influence national 
and state policy directions. 

What’s in it for you? 
• Membership of a national Organisation 

• Member rates for registration fees for  

o The ACCYPN Conference (24-27 August 2013, Melbourne) 

o Chapter Events 

o e-learning Library – view on demand  
(currently member specials apply when you purchase 5 or more sessions) 

• Journal – 3 times per annum 

• Virtual Network 

• Ability to represent the College on national and state policy development 
groups 

• Reduced membership fee for the Australian College of Nursing  

• And there is more, visit: 
http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/membership-join-
now/membership-title/  

Ready to Join? 
• Visit http://www.accypn.org.au/membership/ to join online or download a 

fax-back form. 

• We look forward to welcoming YOU to ACCYPN.   
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