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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ACCYPN – OCTOBER 2015 

Chairperson’s Letter 
 

Dear Members 

Welcome to the October 2015 issue of Communique. As we approach the 
Annual General meeting and presentation of the annual reports, I would like to 
give an update on our current projects and activities.  

2016 Conference - Save the date!  

The next ACCYPN Conference will be held on October 26-28, 2016 at the 
Stamford Grand Adelaide. The Conference Theme is Children and Young 
People’s Nurses: Honouring the Past, Treasuring the Present, Shaping the 
Future. 

Credentialing for Nurses (C4N) 

A successful workshop was held on 14th October in Brisbane for Credentialing 
Ambassadors from the participating Colleges. ACCYPN had 8 members attend. 
Credentialing Ambassadors will be the first cohort of nurses to undertake the 
credentialing process, and will subsequently provide support and advice to 
members applying to be credentialed. ACCYPN is planning for the launch of 
credentialing with a roll-out of information sessions commencing in 
Queensland in February 2016. 

Standards of Practice for Children and Young People’s Nurses 

Following development of the draft standards in consultation with the 
member/stakeholder reference group earlier this year, the first round of the 
member Delphi Survey was completed in September. The second survey round 
was disseminated this month with results to be soon collated and analyzed. It 
is anticipated that the Standards will be finalised this year and planning will 
commence for development of an implementation strategy for 2016. 

Advocacy for Refugee and Asylum Seeking Children in Detention 

We continue to be active in this area of advocacy with recent activity including 
endorsement the Royal Australasian College of Physicians Refugee and Asylum 
Seeker Health Position Statement,  being a signatory to a joint letter to the 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull calling on the Government to release all 
children detained in any immigration and detention center, including those on 
Nauru and Manus Island and  support for a joint statement calling for 
ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT). 

I would like to thank all members for their involvement in these projects and 
activities, and in particular June Colgrave, Chair of the Conference 2016 
Committee; Jan Pratt and Rosie MacLeavy - Credentialing for Nurses (C4N) 
project and Dr Linda Crowe – Project Lead on for the Standards of Practice for 
Children and Young People’s Nurses.  

Kind Regards 
Cathy Marron – Chairperson ACCYPN 
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Queensland Chapter 
 

The Queensland Chapter held a successful professional development event on 29th September at the Greek Club, 
South Brisbane. The format was a clinical dinner with guest speaker, Matthew Brice addressing the topic “Breaking 
Bad: Violations as risks and adaptations”. Matthew’s presentation focussed on safety in healthcare and exploring the 
human factors that contribute to health professionals breaking the rules, not following procedures, and ultimately 
placing patient safety at risk. 27 delegates registered for the event and a 2 course dinner and stimulating 
presentation.  

I wish to extend my thanks to the organising committee Sandi Phillips, Anne Youles and Jan Pratt. Planning for future 
events is underway. If you would like to get involved in the Queensland Chapter please join us at our networking 
evenings on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 6pm at the Greek Club, South Brisbane. 

Cathy Marron, Chapter Coordinator 

Western Australia Chapter 
 

The WA Chapter hosted a clinical supper on August 11th. Scott Stokes, the WA nurse of the year, presented a talk 
entitled “Kimberley Kids; the impact of a paediatric nurse practitioner.” The talk was presented via a video link and 
the Chapter is grateful for the support of the Staff Development Centre staff at Princes Margaret Hospital for 
organising and supporting the technology to enable this to go ahead. We are also grateful for the on-going support 
from ENT Technology who were our sponsors for the evening. 
  
There were 25 attendees who listened to Scott talking about the joy and the challenges of working as a PNP in remote 
areas . 
  
The feedback was universally positive; comments included: 
  

 This was excellent, the IT set up was well done and it is great to find out about other services 

 I'm a student nurse at … … so I came down for more of an insight into rural work and career options and, 

wow what an inspiration Scott. You're awesome and presented a very professional and eye opening talk, 

many thanks :) 

 Relevant info for current nursing practice. Good for new grads to see future scope of practice well done on 

Telehealth Thank you. 

 Excellent presentation, still lots of hurdles to overcome as NP with support and funding. Well done Scott - 

a leading frontier! 

 

 
Other news from the WA Chapter: 
 
The planned WA Chapter Facebook page is progressing but still needs final details prior to this becoming live. 
  
Our next clinical event is a breakfast on Saturday 17th October entitled “Insight into Child Protection.” The venue is 
the University Club at UWA. This is now fully subscribed which is great news. 
 
We have two guest speakers; Ailsa Munns, a lecturer in child health from Curtin University and Maggie Woodhead, 
Senior Policy Officer, State-wide Protection of Children Coordination Unit. 
 
The speakers are mainly focussing upon engaging with families involved in child protection services. 
The event is being sponsored by Aspin and Hesta and once again, our gratitude to those companies cannot be 
overstated. 
 

 
We value your input…  

We welcome input to the ACCYPN Communique from members.  
 

If you have anything interesting to share in the Newsletter please email us on info@accypn.org.au.  

  

 

Chapter Reports 
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Final Stage of the Knowledge Centre Goes Live in the Coming Days! 
The Learning on Demand Section of the Knowledge Centre has been redeveloped as seen below. The webcasts have 
been categorised and you then click on the category you wish to review and there will be a list of the presentations 
within that category. Click on a presentation and you will find the date of presentation, the presenter and an abstract. 
Seventy percent (70%) of the presentations are free to members.  As a member to ensure you gain the member 
benefit price, you will need to use the username and password that you use to access the members area of the 
ACCYPN website. If you purchase items that at no cost to members you will not have to provide a credit card number. 
If you purchase an item that does have a cost then you will require a credit card. 

Please provide us feedback on this development and please share this new development with your colleagues. 
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Living With a Sick Child in Hospital – e-Book 

Dear Children’s Nursing Colleagues, 
  
Free download of “Living With a Sick Child in Hospital” e-book.  Please enjoy and share the link with colleagues 
and students. 
  
As a new paediatric nurse back in the early 1980’s I was fascinated by the ‘revolution’ that was happening in 
children’s hospital care.  Family-Centred Care, Parental Involvement & Participation, Person-Centred Nursing, 
Live-In Parents - the terminology may have differed but at heart a shift in focus, in practice and in philosophy 
was happening.  Later in my career as a nurse educator I began hearing from students, clinicians and indeed 
parents, that all in this brave new world was not as rosy as the official view suggested. 
  
Much investigation of the phenomenon of ‘Family-centred care’ and one PhD later, my book of the Thesis was 
published as “Living With a Sick Child in Hospital: the Experiences of Parents and Nurses” - and I like to think ‘to 
rave reviews’ :-) 
  
Chapman & Hall the published closed their business and the book has been out of print and unavailable for 
several years now, with new copies changing hands on Amazon for upwards of £100 EACH!!  
  
The great news, is that you don’t have to pay this as I have produced the entire book, with additional 
photographs and commentary as a FREE e-book, that you can read anywhere, anytime on your computer, kindle 
or other mobile device. 
  
Download it free HERE and if you like the idea of helping the book continue to improve parents’ and children’s 
lives, you can upload some love and care via Karmaware. 
  
Many thanks indeed, 
  
Professor Philip Darbyshire 

www.philipdarbyshire.com.au 

 

Our PNG Colleague Gebo Nanu with Trainee Child Health Nurses at a Village Project 
 

 

http://philipdarbyshire.com.au/resources/ebook-download/
http://www.philipdarbyshire.com.au/
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The Joint Statement can be downloaded from the ACCYPN website – www.accypn.org.au/about-us/advocacy or 
download here. 

 

 
 

Interesting Link 
Policy for Re-entry to Practice for Nurses and Midwives 

 

The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia (NMBA) protects the public by ensuring that anyone who is 
registered as a nurse and/or midwife is safe and competent to practise. Under the National Law, there is a 
mandatory requirement for applicants for registration and renewal of registration to meet the NMBA’s 
requirements in relation to the nature, extent, period and recency of any previous practice. The NMBA has also 
provided a suite of supporting documents to facilitate a better understanding of the Re-entry to practice policy. 

http://www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/Registration-and-Endorsement/reentry-to-practice.aspx 

 
 
 

ACCYPN on Facebook and Twitter!  
At the time of distribution, we have 703 Likes on Facebook… 

 

 

  Spread the Word www.facebook.com/ACCYPN                      @ACCYPN     

http://www.accypn.org.au/about-us/advocacy
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Joint_statement_on_infant_feeding_support_asylum_Australia.pdf
http://www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/documents/default.aspx?record=WD12%2f7698&dbid=AP&chksum=4MTWJHf296MwMS0twYdxkA%3d%3d
http://www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/Registration-and-Endorsement/reentry-to-practice.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN
http://www.facebook.com/ACCYPN



