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New Networking Groups 
 

Dear Members 

One of the benefits ACCYPN has for members is the availability of 

speciality networks. Networks are virtual discussion group relating 

to a specific speciality. We are happy to advise that two more 

networks have been created. They are a Paediatric and a Young 

People’s Health network. The Child Health Network already exists so 

we encourage you to subscribe to as many groups as you want to. 

The network provides an opportunity for member’s to communicate 

with each other in relation to their area of practice, not just in your 

state but across Australia and internationally as we have some 

international members. 

 
ACCYPN has to pay a fee to have these groups exist. We have paid a 

fee for the next year and will evaluate at the end of that year to the 

success or otherwise of having the virtual groups. The College has 

provided this forum for you to talk to each other; it is now over to 

members to determine if it will continue in the long term. 

Happy Networking!!  

Jan Pratt, Chairperson ACCYPN  

Name the Newsletter Competition!  
 

The Board has voted on the submissions for the name of the Newsletter and the unequivocal winner was Bev Leiper 
with her suggested title of College Communique. Congratulations Bev! You will receive free renewal to ACCYPN for 
2009/2010. 

For more information and online registration visit the website: 
www.aracyconference.org.au 
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Chapter Reports 

Queensland Chapter Report 

 
Jade McNamara (ACCYPN Qld Chapter 
Co-ordinator), Dr Peter Steer, Prof Linda 
Shields and Dr Jan Pratt (Chairperson 
ACCYPN)

The QLD Chapter of ACCYPN held its first chapter event on 22 July 2009 in the Keidanren 
Auditorium at the Royal Children’s Hospital.  Dr Peter Steer, CEO Children’s Health Service 
District, presented his vision for the Queensland Children’s Health Service District.  Dr 
Steer discussed some of the state of the art facilities that will be available in the new 
Queensland Children’s Hospital and the opportunity before us to create a world class 
health service, teaching and research facility. 

 

During the evening, Dr Steer took the opportunity to remind us of our invaluable role as 
advocates for children and young people’s health.  In a time when much of the 
Governments focus is on the ageing population, we must remain active in promoting the 
importance of a focus on children and young people’s health to prevent life long health 
problems and future stress on our health care system. 

 

Dr Jan Pratt, chairperson of ACCYPN, spoke of our journey to becoming a College, the 
mission and objectives of the college and the benefits to members.  Dr Pratt followed on 
from Dr Steer’s talk, highlighting our ability as a united group of Nurses across all fields of 
children and young people’s health care to campaign for this. 

 

The night proved successful with many members saying they look forward to the next QLD 
Chapter event. 

News from Victoria  

 

Dr Jan Pratt (Chairperson ACCYPN), 
Jacquie Burton (President of ACPCHN 
Victoria and ACCYPN Board Member) 
and Sonja Elia 

The winner of the Victorian Paediatric Nurse Award was announced at the final Annual 
General Meeting for the Victorian ACPCHN. This award is designed to recognise the skills 
and excellence of nurses caring for infants, children and young people and to acknowledge 
their outstanding contribution to the health and well being of patients and their families. 
 

The winner was Sonja Elia. Sonja is the Immunisation Coordinator at Melbourne’s Royal 
Children’s Hospital and the Research Coordinator of the SAFEVIC (Surveillance of Adverse 
Events Following Vaccination In the Community) which is part of the NHMRC Centre for 
Clinical Research Excellence in Child and Adolescent Immunisation based at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital. Melbourne. 
 

Sonja has carried out a variety of roles within paediatrics during her nursing career 
including ward based clinical roles, nursing education roles (based at both the Royal 
Children’s Hospital and at Universities) and has been involved in several research 
projects.  Sonja has recently completed her Masters in Advanced Practice Nursing at the 
University of Melbourne.
 

Sonja received a subscription to the ACCYPN and a $500 bursary for professional 
development. Congratulations to Sonja.  The former ACPCHN Victorian Committee and the 
ACCYPN Board would like to wish her the best for her future professional endeavours. 

Tasmania Chapter Report 
A very successful ACCYPN clinical supper was held in Hobart on 8 July with 27 people 
attending. The topic was “Caring for and Supporting an Adolescent with an Eating 
Disorder”. Presenters were Dr Michelle Williams (paediatrician) and Dr Fiona Wagg (child 
and adolescent psychiatrist). 
Another clinical supper will be held in Launceston in September. 
A study day at Campbelltown is planned for October. Members will be notified when 
details are finalised. 

Western Australia Chapter 

Report 

            A/Prof Martha Curley

“A good death and a new beginning” 
 

A special dinner was held on Monday 25th May 2009 at the University Club, UWA attend by 
70 people. This exciting event was co-hosted by Australian College of Children & Young 
People Nurses (ACCYPN), Australian College of Critical Care Nurses WA Branch (ACCCN), & 
Princess Margaret Hospital for Children (PMH). 
 

The evening was entitled “A good death & a new beginning.” International guest speaker 
was Martha Curley RN, PhD, FAAN, Associate Professor, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia presented her qualitative study of healthcare professionals views on organ 
donation after cardiac death (DCD)* & presented many thought provoking issues for the 
audience. 
 

After dinner, Martha’s presentation was followed by Melissa Smith, Donor Coordinator, 
Donate West who updated the audience on progress & issues to consider with DCD in WA 
& Australia. This presentation was complimentary to Martha’s & informed the audience of 
the current status of DCD & what to expect in the future. 
 

 



The Coalition of National Nursing 
Organisations is a coalition of more 
than 50 national nursing 
organisations that represent the 
nursing profession and its many 
areas of specialist practice. There 
were 35 organisations represented 
(including ACCYPN) at the meeting 
in Melbourne on Friday 15th May. 
 

Guest speakers were Rosemary 
Bryant (Chief Nurse and Midwifery 
Officer) who spoke of her role as 
adviser to the government and 
involvement with the national 

registration and accreditation 
scheme, the implementation of 
organ and tissue transplant 
authority and the maternity
services review. 
 

Peter Carver, Executive Director of 
the National Health Workforce 
Taskforce, gave a presentation 
outlining the purpose of this 
Taskforce which has been 
established to review workforce 
innovation reform and legislation.  
 

CoNNO has prepared a draft 

position statement on 
Undergraduate Nursing Education 
in Australia and has requested 
feedback from CoNNO members. 
 

As ACCYPN representative I 
presented my report on the 
significant activities of the 
Australian College of Children and 
Young People during the last six 
months. Further details of the
meeting minutes and presentations 
are available on the website –
www.conno.org.au. 
 

Sue Scott (ACCYPN CoNNO representative) 

The ACCYPN is being approached to
have input into a range of issues 
impacting upon children and young 
people, their carers and the 
professionals who care for them. 
1. Dr Jennifer Fraser is 
representing the College on an 
External Advisory Committee for 
Nurturing and Protecting Children: 
Nursing and Midwifery Curriculum 
Standards Project. Jennifer is a 
Senior Lecturer at QUT and her 
main research interest is in Child 
Protection.  

2. Ms Bev Leiper will represent the 
College at a forum conducted by 
Department of Families, Housing, 
Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs on improving 
support and assistance available 
for carers of children and young 
people less than 16 years of age 
with severe disability or medical 
conditions. Beverley is a 
Community Paediatric Nurse 
working in a Developmental/Acute 
Rehab team at Craigieburn Health 
Service, Victoria. Many of the 
children/families involved with this 
service receive or are eligible for 
the Carer Payment or Carer 
Allowance or both. The following 
Report has been submitted by Bev 
outlining the purpose of the forum 
and its outcomes. 

Forum Report from Bev Leiper 
In June 2009, ACCYPN received an 
invitation to attend a meeting in 
Canberra regarding the reforms to 
the Carer Payment and Carer 

Allowance. 
At this meeting there was 
representation from the following 
Health Professional organisations: 
Australian Physiotherapy Assoc, 
Australian Psychological Assoc, 
Australian Rural Health Alliance, 
ANF, AMA (GP Division), ACCYPN, 
an Aboriginal Health Worker, as 
well as members of the Department 
of Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs 
(FaHCSIA) and Centrelink which are 
the government agencies involved 
in implementing the reforms. 
 

Health Professionals present were 
asked to outline their past 
experience, if any, with Carer 
Payment and Carer Allowance 
assessments and to provide 
feedback on this experience and 
the reforms. 
John Forsey, Director, Carer Reform 
Implementation, Disability and 
Carer Payments Branch (FaHCSIA) 
provided an overview of the 
changes to the Carer Payment and 
Carer Allowance assessment 
process. These include:  
• The Social Security Legislation 
Amendment (Improved Support for 
Carers) Bill that makes 
amendments to the Social Security 
Act 1991 and Social Security 
(Administration) Act 1999. 
• New assessment process that 
replaces previous narrow medical 
model. 
• New assessment process 
acknowledges carers’ perspective 

of the impact of the care load. 
• Broader range of Health 
Professionals able to complete 
forms include: Medical 
Practitioners/Specialists, 
Registered Nurses, 
Physiotherapists, Occupational 
Therapists, Clinical Psychologists 
and Aboriginal Health Workers in 
geographically remote areas. 
• The carer may qualify for a Carer 
Payment through a broader range 
of circumstances - previously only a 
small percentage of applicants 
qualified under the rigid rules. It is 
estimated in the first year up to an 
additional 19,000 carers will be 
eligible for the Carer Payment.) 
• Automatic qualification for Carer 
Allowance if carer eligible for Carer 
Payment. 

These changes came into effect on 
the 1st July 2009 and there will be 
further changes over the next 12-18 
months. The Health Professionals 
represented were asked how best 
to promote the reforms to their 
members and a range of options 
were discussed. 
ACCYPN and the other Health 
Professional organizations 
represented were invited to form an 
Expert Reference Group for further 
consultation on future changes 
including revision of the carer and 
professional questionnaires. 
In the future ACCYPN members may 
be asked to take part in an email-
based questionnaire / evaluation /
pilot regarding reforms and/or new 
assessment forms. 
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Interesting Websites to Visit 
 

 

The following website is of interest to those whose clients are parents with learning disabilities. It has been 

developed as an Australia-wide strategy to support parents with learning difficulties and promote a healthy start to 

life for their young children.The website is: http://www.healthystart.net.au/ 
 

 

Currently in the Northern Territory, every single person in this jurisdiction is required to report underage sexual 

activity (which is broadly defined and includes activities that may precede – or preclude - actual sexual intercourse) 

to child protection workers or the police. Failure to do so may result in fines of up to $22,000. Reported young 

people apparently will be interviewed by the NT Police. This could result in criminal charges against the young 

people involved (NT law provides for jail of up to 16 years for people engaged in sexual activity under 16, even if both 

are under 16 years and it is consensual). 
 

This alarming, but apparently unintended, consequence of The Care and Protection of Children Act 2007, enacted in 

the Northern Territory Parliament in December 2008, has been highlighted by concerned citizens, including parents, 

who are also mandated reporters, for some time.  

Their website is: http://groups.google.com.au/group/ntmothersandothers?hl=en-GB 

 

The implications of poverty on child readiness to learn 

Fiona Hilferty, Gerry Redmond and Ilan Katz for Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth, July 2009 

Summary 

• One in 7 Australian children, including half of all Indigenous children, grow up in poverty. 

• ‘Readiness to learn’ is the ability of children to develop and learn at each stage of life. This process starts at 

birth and builds on the many different experiences through which young children learn language, physical, 

emotional and social skills. Recent findings in neuroscience show that children’s interactions with people 

and objects in their social environment create connections in the developing brain, shaping their ability to 

learn long before they go to school. 

• Growing up in poverty can compromise children’s readiness to learn. Differences between children affected 

by poverty and others start appearing in their language and behavioural development at two years of age. 

This is not simply the result of low income, because families often cycle in and out of poverty over time. 

• There are a number of pathways through which disadvantage can affect children’s readiness to learn: the 

quality of the interaction between parents and the child; the quality of the home environment; the quality of 

early learning and care outside the home and the physical and mental health of the parents. 

• How parents relate to a child is the pathway with the greatest influence on a child’s ability to learn: warm 

supportive parenting can protect against the negative impact of poverty. 

• There is strong evidence that preventive programs – put in place before problems start – can make a real 

difference when they are of high quality, intensive and easy to access, and offer services to children and 

parents simultaneously at home and at childcare or school. 

The full report can be accessed via the following website: 

http://www.aracy.org.au/cmsdocuments/REP_the_implications_of_poverty_on_childrens_readiness_to_learn_2009.pdf 
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Family Assessment in 

Child Health 
 

Catherine A Marron, RN MClinicalNurs, 

Clinical Nurse Consultant, Royal 

Children’s Hospital and Health Service 

District, Brisbane, Queensland 

 

This study was undertaken as part 

of a Master’s project in 2007. 

Financial support was received 

from the ACPCHN (Queensland), 

Margaret Sullivan Scholarship 

Fund. 

 

This study explores child health 

nurses’ experiences using a semi-

structured assessment framework 

and guidelines developed for use 

in the Royal Children’s Hospital 

Health Service District. The study 

aims to identify if any barriers to 

practice exist when implementing 

family health assessment. The 

research question is “Are there 

professional and personal 

challenges that child health nurses 

encounter in implementing family 

health assessment in practice?”  

 

Following ethics approval, a 

purposive sample of seven child 

health nurses was selected to 

participate in one of two focus 

groups. Data from the focus group 

interviews was analysed using a 

hermeneutic model to gain a 

deeper understanding of nurses’ 

experiences. Nvivo 6.0 software 

was used to manage the data.  

 

The analysis revealed challenges 

related to the level of nurses’ 

knowledge, skills and experience, 

and barriers related to time. 

Findings showed that guidelines for 

conducting family assessment 

interviews are perceived as useful, 

relevant and contribute to 

improving practice. Child health 

nurses learn valuable skills 

through critical reflection on their 

experiences. Through exploring 

child health nurses’ experiences, 

they identify needs that need to be 

addressed. These may include 

knowledge and skill development, 

or critical reflection upon personal 

values and clinical practice. To 

address such needs clinical 

support mechanisms identified 

from this study may include 

policies and guidelines, education 

and training, clinical supervision 

and peer support processes 
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Recent Publications 

Child protection Australia 2007-08  Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, January 2009 

Website: http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/10687 

Rethinking universal and targeted 

services 

Tim G. Moore, Centre for Community Child Health 

Website: http://www.rch.org.au/emplibrary/ccch/Rethinking_universal_target_services.pdf 

Final Report of the Special 

Commission of Inquiry into Acute 

Care Services in NSW Public 

Hospitals 

Peter Garling SC 

Website:  

http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lawlink/Special_Projects/ll_splprojects.nsf/pages/acsi_index  

 

National Standards for the Care of 

Children and Adolescents in Health 

Services 

Website:  

http://www.racp.edu.au/index.cfm?objectid=94150BA4-ACD1-3AA9-A6711B196ABAB1A2  2008 

 

 

Visit our new website 

www.accypn.org.au 
 
Please note: Your user name and password will be sent to you shortly 
via email from the Secretariat (if you have not have provided an email 
address, you will receive this information via post) 
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