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ACCYPN National Executive  
Annual General Meeting 

Kuranda Ballroom - Pullman Cairns International  
17 Abbott Street Cairns, Queensland, Australia 

Minutes – Draft 
 

Monday 20 October 2014  
5.00pm Australian Eastern Standard Time   

 

Present: June Colgrave (BM) - NSW, Jennifer Fraser - NSW, Linda  Knowles – QLD, Rose Mary Kruze – QLD, Catherine Marron (Chairperson - BM)  - QLD, Sandra Miles – 
QLD, Sandra Phillips – QLD, Dr Jan Pratt AM (Secretary - BM) – QLD, Linda Shields – QLD, Anne Youles (BM) – QLD, Zachary Augustson – SA, Valerie Aylesbury 
– SA, Michele Howard – SA, Alison Hutton – SA, Rosie MacLeavy (BM) – TAS, Janice Best – VIC, John Derek Best – VIC, Jacqueline Burton – VIC, Fiona Newall 
– VIC, Sue Poynton – VIC, Leanne Gough (BM) – WA, Ailsa Munns – WA. (BM = Board Member)  

Webcast:  Nil 
 

Apologies:  Juanita Parke – QLD  
 

Minutes: Cre8it Events   
 

Welcome 

Catherine Marron opened the meeting at 5.06pm Australian Eastern Standard Time. 

1.  Present  

See above. 

2.  Apologies 

See above. 

3.  Confirmation of Previous Minutes (2013 AGM) 

Motion:  To accept the 2013 ACCYPN AGM Minutes.                                                                                       Moved:   J Pratt  Seconded:   M Howard         Carried: Unanimously. 

4.  Chairperson’s Report  

Read by C Marron as she was Chair during 2013-2014.  Please refer to attached ACCYPN Annual Report (Financial Year 2013-2014).   C Marron invited comments or questions prior to 
report being accepted.  Nil 
Motion:  To accept the Chairperson’s Report as read and attached.                                             Moved:   C Marron             Seconded:        L Shields          Carried:     Unanimously. 

Chairperson Authorisation 
 

Print: _________________________     
 

Sign: _________________________ 
 

Date: _________________________ 
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5. Treasurer/Company Secretary’s Report  

Read by J Pratt as she was Treasurer/Company Secretary in 2013-2014.  Please refer to attached ACCYPN Annual Report (Financial Year 2013-2014).  J Pratt invited comments or 
questions prior to report being accepted.  Nil.    
Motion:  To accept the Treasurer/Company Secretary’s Report as read and attached.                Moved: J Pratt             Seconded:     V Aylesbury   Carried: Unanimously 

6.  Appointment of an Auditor 

J Pratt endorses the work that BB Whitehouse has done over the years for ACCYPN.   
Motion:  To accept BB Whitehouse Accountants as ACCYPN Auditor.                                         Moved:  J Pratt                 Seconded:   R MacLeavy          Carried: Unanimously   

7.  Appointment of Directors’ Positions   

C Marron welcomed re-nominated Board member June Colgrave (NSW), Anne Youles (Qld) currently a casual director joining us a Board member, Michele Howard (SA) has nominated 
as a Board Member, Dr Yvonne Parry (SA) has nominated as a Board Member.  Welcome to the Board.  

9. Business without Notice 

C Marron announced that the Board of Directors has unanimously supported the motion to award Dr Jan Pratt AM with life membership.  J Pratt thanked the Board, the work with 
ACCYPN is something that I do with pleasure, we are currently doing great work with the college and are in a great space we have not been in for a long time as a unified force.  I think 
that Credentialing is going to take us to a new level in Children and Young People’s Nursing.  Thank you very much. 

10. Closure of Meeting 

Meeting closed 5.21pm Australian Eastern Standard Time. 
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Introduction 

 
Australian College of Children & Young People’s Nurses (ACCYPN) was created in September 2008.  
It is a national professional organisation for nurses who work with children and young people 
irrespective of the setting they work in. 

 
It was formed by the amalgamation of five State and one National organisation.  One of the long-
term visions of the previous National organisation (Australian Confederation of Paediatric and Child 
Health Nurses) was to realise the development of a National College of Children and Young People's 
Nurses.  The dream became a reality in September 2008.  ACCYPN is registered as a Company 
limited by Guarantee. 
 
The coming together of nurses working with children in all settings through direct membership of 
ACCYPN forms an influential professional body: 

a) promoting and advancing the  specialty of children and young people’s nurses and 
b) advocating for improved policy and services for children, young people and families. 

 
Vision 

The Australian College of Children & Young Peoples’ Nurses will promote excellence in health care 
for children and young people in the context of their family and the community. 

 
Mission 

The Australian College of Children & Young Peoples’ Nurses will advocate for and facilitate the 
continuing development of specialty nursing practices to meet the unique needs of children and 
young people. 
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Chairperson’s Report 

 
Dear Members,  
 
It is with pleasure I present the Annual Chairman’s Report for 2013-2014 for the Australian College of 
Children & Young People’s Nurses.  This is now the sixth year of operation of the College. 
 
This Report outlines the activities undertaken by the College in relation to advocacy for children and 
young people’s health care and also the promotion and development of children and young 
people’s nursing.  
 
I thank all the Directors for their contribution and in particular Dr Jan Pratt AM who stands down as a 
Director as of the Annual General Meeting this year, but will continue in her role of Company 
Secretary.  I would like to especially acknowledge Dr Pratt for her extraordinary commitment to 
children and young people’s nursing through her involvement at a national level for 10 years on the 
ACPCHN National Committee and then the ACCYPN Board of Directors (BOD).  Jan played a critical 
role in the bringing together of the State-based ACPCHN Organisations to form the ACCYPN 
Company, and was BOD Chairperson for the ensuing five years.  Jan has lead, and continues to lead, 
the College through many activities, establishing its place as the peak national professional 
Organisation for children and young people’s nursing. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge Dame Quentin Bryce who supported the College as Patron in her 
capacity as Governor General of Australia.  Although her term of office has since come to an end, I 
am delighted to advise you that Dame Quentin has accepted an invitation from the Board to 
continue as Patron for ACCPYN.  
 
As you will read later in the Report, the College has met the majority of the Objects as outlined in the 
Constitution.  This has been achieved by the contribution of the Board members and other members 
who have been willing to represent the College and in doing so, use their expert skills and 
knowledge to advance the work of the College. 
 
ACCYPN continues to be active in promoting professional development.  The national Conference 
was held in Melbourne 24-27 August 2013 in partnership with the International Paediatric Congress 
(IPC), with ACCYPN host for the 4th International Congress of Paediatric Nursing.  Planning 
commenced soon thereafter for the 2014 Conference in Cairns 20-21 October 2014.  The 2014 
Conference was planned as a smaller ‘boutique’ Conference and future biennial Conferences will be 
held on the even years.  There are five established Chapters active in providing professional 
development and networking activities for members.  In particular the Western Australia Chapter 
continues to grow and become increasingly active.  In addition to face to face events, the College 
continues to expand its library of on-line events and is developing the virtual site into a Knowledge 
Centre which will provide one-stop-shop access to on-line learning. 
 
ACCYPN has advocated for changes in health policy in three key areas during 2013-2014: 

• The Public Health (Exclusion of Unvaccinated Children from Child Care) Amendment Bill 2013 
• The Queensland Child Protection Reform Amendment Bill 2014 inquiry  
• National Inquiry into Children in immigration detention  
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The Board has initiated some significant projects this financial year: 

• The development of Position Statements on Refugee and Asylum Seeker Children 
• The review of the 2006 Competencies for the Specialist Paediatric and Child Health Nurse, and 

the development of Standards of Practice for Children and Young People’s Nurses 
• The development of a Credentialing Framework for nursing specialties including Children and 

Young People’s Nurses 
 
In conclusion, this is my first report as Chairperson and I am happy to report that ACCYPN continues 
to grow in its influence.  2013-14 has been one of the College’s busiest years and current projects 
continue into 2014-15.  The College is able to be active in advocacy and promotion of children and 
young people’s nurses and nursing because of the participation of members in these activities.  I 
encourage all members to become actively involved in some way in the College to ensure it’s 
continued growth. 
 
Catherine Marron  
Chairperson ACCYPN 
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Company Secretary’s Report 

 
Dear Members, 
 
I commenced in the role of Secretary in September 2013.  In accepting this role I wish to 
acknowledge the contribution of Michele Howard as Company Secretary and Director.  Michele held 
the position as Company Secretary from 2010 until 2013. This is a significant voluntary contribution, 
for which Michele is to be congratulated. 
 
This has been a busy year for the College and a period of growth.  We have worked to maintain 
services such as: 

• Bi Monthly newsletter 

• List servs- child health, paediatrics and young people’s health 

• Continued to award grants/scholarships 

• Neonatal Paediatric & Child Health Nursing (NPCHN) Journal 
 
We have been progressing development of professional practice through the review of the ACPCHN 
Competences and involvement in the development of the Specialist Nurse Credentialing Framework.   
 
The WA Chapter continues to go from strength to strength.  The other Chapters have not been as 
active but the presence of a Chapter in a state is a Positive Statement.  The advocacy work continues 
as highlighted in this Report. 
 
Membership numbers are slightly higher than last year (610 for 2013-2014).  All members are 
encouraged to profile the College to their peers to encourage membership. 
 
Financially the College has returned a loss for the third year in a row.  The losses have been related 
to a number of issues. 
1. The fixed costs of managing the College increase yearly 
2. The last two Conferences have returned a loss.  The impact of the Global Financial Crisis has 

been felt in the Conference space by: 
a. Reduction in the sponsorship dollar available 
b. Reduction in health service funded delegates 

3. The interest on term deposits has returned only half of the previous year  
4. There has not been an increase in membership fees for a number of years 
 
The Board will meet in November 2014 for Strategic Planning.  Review of membership rates will be 
discussed at this point and other strategies to continue to move the College forward. 
 
Dr Jan Pratt AM 
Company Secretary  
Company Director 
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Directors’ Report  

Advocacy for Children & Young People’s Health Care 

The Board of Directors and membership have continued to advocate for improvement in health 
policy and practice for children and young people.  
 
There have been seven key areas addressed in 2013-2014: 

• The treatment of children and young people who are refugees or asylum seekers has been of 
concern to the Board of Directors (BOD).  The BOD wrote to the Minister for Immigration outlining 
our concerns relating to the location of unaccompanied minors in the Pontville Detention Centre 
because of the lack of education and health facilities.  The BOD called for Expressions of Interest 
from members to develop a Position Statement on Refugee and Asylum Seeker Children.  This 
group of 14 members has been led by Damhnat McCann. 

• ACCYPN prepared a Submission to Health and Community Services Committee for the Child 
Protection Reform Amendment Bill 2014 inquiry (Queensland). 

• Public Health (Exclusion of Unvaccinated Children from Child Care) Amendment Bill 2013 
(Queensland) Report No 29 Health and Community Services Committee September 2013.  A 
submission was made and member Ms Karen Berry appeared before the Review Committee. 

• The Australian Council of Health Care Standards sought the advice of ACCYPN on a review of the 
Clinical Indicator Report.  A group of members developed a response to the draft Australasian 
Clinical Indicator Report.  These members are contributing to the clinical indicators for the ACHS 
due for release September 2014.  

• Mums and Bubs’ Initiative by Queensland Health – ACCYPN continues to seek assurance from 
the Hospital and Health Services and the Medicare Local in metropolitan Brisbane that the 
services are being delivered by appropriately experience child health professionals.  This issue 
is not yet resolved. 

• ACCYPN coordinated a response to the Australian College of Midwives draft Position Statement 
on Bed-sharing and Co-sleeping. 

• The Queensland Child and Youth Clinical Network invited a representative from ACCYPN to be on 
the Child Health Subcommittee and Ms Robyn Penny is that representative. 

Advocacy for Children & Young People’s Nurses - developing and promoting the speciality 

ACCYPN continues to advocate for children and young people’s nursing as a speciality area.  Toward 
achieving this, the College is committed to promoting the development of nurses through education 
and research.  

• ACCYPN BOD has initiated a process whereby Standards of Practice will be developed to 
replace the ACPCHN Competencies.  This work is being led by Ms Cathy Marron with a 
Reference Group of 13 members and two (2) representatives from the Council of 
Children’s Nurses along with the input of Dr Linda Crowe. 

 

• ACCYPN is one of six national specialist Colleges working to develop a common 
framework for Credentialing of Specialist Nurses.  This work is being led by the 
Australian College of Mental Health Nurses and funded by the Nursing and Midwifery 
Office Queensland Health. The aim is that this process will be available to children and 
young people’s nurses in early to mid 2015.  Dr Jan Pratt AM and Ms Rosie MacLeavy are 
representing ACCYPN on this project. 
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• ACCYPN is represented by Ms Jacquie Burton on the Coalition of National Nursing 
Organisations (CoNNO). CoNNO is made up of more than 50 national nursing 
organisations in an alliance to work collectively to advance the nursing profession to 
improve health care. The Coalition meets face to face twice a year.  
 

• Ms Rosie Macleavy represented ACCYPN as the speciality representative at an afternoon 
tea at Government House, Canberra as a guest of the Governor General. 
 

The ACCYPN Website 

The ACCYPN website is the “front door” for professional development for ACCYPN. The site contains 
links to professional development and research grants/awards, e-learning library, the Neonatal 
Paediatric and Child Health Nurses Journal, Chapter events and upcoming events both national and 
international. In 2013-2014 there were 5604 unique visitors to the site from 75 different countries. 
The majority of visitors were from Australia, followed by the United States, United Kingdom, New 
Zealand and India.  
 

The following reports on the different aspects of the site:   

Professional Development and Research Grants / Awards  
 
National 
Sr Dorothea Award – Madeline Offerman 
Margaret Sullivan Award – Not Awarded 
 
Queensland 
Lyn Fraser Post Graduate Award QUT – Sophie Edwards 
Post Graduate Academic Award ACU – Not awarded 
 
South Australia 
Flinders University Undergraduate Prize – Fay St Claire-Burke 
 
Western Australia 
Lady Court Scholarship – Gabrielle Anstey 
Dorothy Clarke Scholarship –Scott Stokes 
Dorothy Clarke Nursing Fund Prize (ECU) – not awarded 
ACCYPN Student Excellence Award (Postgraduate Paediatric Nursing) – Sam Bertacco   

 

e-Learning 
ACCYPN BOD has continued to expand the webcast library.  There are now over 70 sessions 
available to both ACCYPN members and non-members.  This library provides access to Professional 
Development on a view-on demand mode which can be accessed 24 hours per day. 
 
Planning commenced for the development of a web-based Knowledge Centre, with the aim to have it 
launched in late 2014. 
 
In 2013-2014, there were 515 unique visitors to this area of the website. 
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The Neonatal Paediatric and Child Health Nurses Journal 

The Journal is published electronically three times per year.  It is available via the ACCYPN website 
and members are notified by email when the new issue is available.  The Journal is a collaborative 
publication between Australian College of Children and Young People's Nurses, Australian College of 
Neonatal Nurses, Neonatal Nurses College Aotearoa and Nurses for Children and Young People 
Aotearoa.  Dr Fiona Newall was appointed to the Editorial Board this year and Ms Karen Berry and Ms 
Catherine Marron are the ACCYPN representative on the Journal Management Board. 

 
Report from Associate Editor Neonatal Paediatric and Child Health Nursing Journal 
 
2014 year to date summary of papers submitted:  
Case Study  0  

Literature Review  3  

Discussion Paper  1  

Research Article  6  

Other  1  

 
This summary highlights that there is scope for more submission of case series.  A case series report 
is a very ‘achievable’ submission category for less experienced writers.  A case series enables an 
author to provide a summary of a particular case that would be of interest to others either due to its 
rarity or high frequency.  This style of manuscript also enables the author to review what the 
literature has to say about the management of such cases and provide specific education, practice 
implications or opportunities for future research.  
 
Manuscript management summary  
a. Average of 54 days from submission to the journal to first decision being made  
b. Average of 148 days from submission to final decision being made  
c. Only 40% of names on the journal’s Reviewers site have been invited to review a paper in the last 
12 months.  If any ACCYPN members are interested in becoming peer reviewers for manuscripts 
submitted to the NPCHN journal, they can register their interest with Fiona Newall - 
(Fiona.newall@rch.org.au)  
d. Two thirds of manuscripts submitted to NPCHN journal are accepted for publication.  
 
Future considerations for ACCYPN and NPCHN cross-fertilization  
a. Contacting all oral and poster presenters from ACCYPN 2014 inviting them to submit a piece for 
the journal  
b. Engaging with The Nursing Workforce to build the strategic direction of the College 
c. Using College membership to build the panel of peer-reviewers for the NPCHN journal  
 
Fiona Newall  
Director, Nursing Research  
Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne  
Associate Editor, Neonatal Paediatric and Child Health 
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List-serv  

The BOD continues to maintain three list-servs, paediatrics, child health and young people’s health. 
The use of this resource is low and the Board will continue to monitor usage to determine if this 
resource is viable.  This review will occur at the same time as the review of the Strategic Plan in late 
2014. 
 

Chapter Events  

Chapters aim to have at least two events per annum.  The following are the events conducted for 
2013-2014. 

 

State Event 

Queensland Chapter Event – 29 May 2014 
 

Topic: “What’s New in Children and Young People’s Health Care Technology in 
the Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital” 
Presenter: Beryl Valentine, Director, Clinical and Non Clinical Commissioning, 
Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital Project 
Topic: “Paediatric Pain Management Using Diversionary Therapy” 
Presenter: Prof Roy Kimble MD(Research UQ), MBChB, FRCS, FRACS (Paed 
Surg), Consultant Paediatric Surgeon & Urologist, Director of Paediatric Burns 
& Trauma (State Network), Director of the Centre for Children’s Burns 
Research, Qld  Children’s MRI Professor of Paediatrics & Child Health, 
University of Queensland Dept of Paeds & Child Health,  Divisionary Therapy 
Technologies 
Topic: “Health kiosk: a tool to provide interactive and intuitive health 
promotion resources to multicultural groups” 
Presenter: Sebastien Brignano, Good Start Program Manager, QLD Health 
Topic: “Telemedicine successes in Queensland: improving access to 
specialist services - closer to home”  
Presenter: Assoc. Prof Anthony Smith, Dr Nigel Armfield, Dr Natalie Bradford 
Centre for Online Health, University of Queensland, NHMRC Centre of 
Research Excellence in Telehealth 

Western Australia Clinical Supper – 6 August 2013 
 

Time:  5.00pm - 7.00pm (1 CPD hr) 
Venue:  Staff Development Centre, Level 6, Hay St Building, PMH 
Topic:  “Something in the Air: Autism and the Environment, Epigenetics and 
CAM 
Speakers: Dr Jenny Green & Dr William Holloway, State Child Development 
Centre 

 Breakfast in the Valley – 7 December 2013 
 

Time: 9.00am - 11.00am (2 CPD hrs) 
Venue: The Mallard Duck Restaurant 
Topic: “The Four Rooms of Change” 
Speakers: Pam O’Nions, Accredited Provider 

 Clinical Supper  - 6 February 2014 
 

Time:  5.00pm - 7.00pm (1 CPD hr) 
Venue:  State Child Development Centre, Rheola Street, West Perth 
Topic:  “D for Diabetes” 
Speakers: Dr Mary Abraham and Kaitie McNamara 

http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_May_Flyer_and_Rego_Form.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_May_Flyer_and_Rego_Form.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_May_Flyer_and_Rego_Form.pdf
http://www.accypn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Qld_Chapter_May_Flyer_and_Rego_Form.pdf
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 Clinical Supper – 8 April 2014 

 

Time:  5.00pm - 7.00pm (1 CPD hr) 
Venue:  Staff Development Centre, Level 6, Hay St Building, PMH 
Topic:  “We are not immune - best practice guidelines for establishing 
meaningful family partnerships’” 
Speakers: Rosemary Keely, Manager Customer Liaison, CAHS 

 Mid Year Dinner – 19 June 2014 
 

Time:  5.30pm - 8.30pm (2.5 CPD hrs) 
Venue:  Doubleview Bowling & Recreation Club, 17 Shearn Crescent, 
Doubleview (free parking at the venue) 
Topic:  “Play” - Play grounds … Therapeutic play … Puppets 

 

2013 ACCYPN Conference Report- Connecting in Children & Young People’s Healthcare 

  

Introduction 
ACCYPN was approached in 2011-2012 by the International Congress of Paediatrics (ICP) to host a 
Nursing Program during the ICP 2013.  The ICP was held from 24th to the 29th August 2013.  The 
Nursing Program was held from the 24th–27th July 2013 at the Melbourne Convention Centre.  ACCYPN 
also hosted the 4th International Congress of Paediatric Nursing.  This was the second annual 
conference for ACCYPN, but followed 10 biennial conferences held by The Australian Confederation 
of Paediatric and Child Health Nurses. 

 

Program 
ACCYPN delegates were invited by the ICP to join the welcome reception on Saturday 24th August.  
On Sunday four master classes were conducted off site at Graduate House, Melbourne University.  
These sessions were conducted off site to reduce venue costs.   The master classes were positively 
received by those that attended. The master classes’ registration was an additional cost to the 
nursing program.  The master class topics included: 

• Achieving quality care in financially challenging times-  Ms Eileen Sporing  Boston Children's 
Hospital, United States of America    

• Conducting research in vulnerable populations - Professor Sally Kendall  University of 
Hertfordshire, United Kingdom Professor Rhonda Marriott University of Western Australia, 
Australia 

• To publish or perish in paediatrics and child health: Writing for publication master class -
Professor Linda Shields  Tropical Health Research Unit, James Cook University and 
Townsville Hospital and Health Service, Australia Professor Jeanine Young University of the 
Sunshine Coast, Australia   

• Choosing not to immunise: myths and misconceptions Ms Sonja Elia  Royal Children's 
Hospital, Australia 
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The two day scientific program was opened by a consumer representative Ms Melissa Fox, Health 
Consumers Queensland & Maternity Coalition. This involvement of a consumer to open the 
conference was a first for ACCYPN and was well received. The key note speakers included: 

• Ms Eileen Sporing  Boston - Children's Hospital, United States of America 

• Associate Professor Lynn Gillam - School of Population Health, University of Melbourne and 
based at the Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne 

• Professor Sally Kendall - University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom 

• Professor Rhonda Marriott - University of Western Australia, Australia 
 

There were 127 oral presentations and 24 poster presentations accepted from a total of 203 
submissions.  

Conference Committee 
The Conference Organizing Committee included ACCYPN members and representatives from MCI. It 
was unfortunate that the MCI team members changed during the course of the conference, which 
did lead to some handover issues between the MCI teams. The following members were on the 
conference committee and the BOD thanks them for their contribution. 

Dr Jan Pratt   
Ms Valerie Aylesbury  
Ms Shirley Burke 
Ms Jacquie Burton  
Ms June Colgrave 
Ms Amanda Fryer  
Prof Fiona Newall  
Ms Leigh Purvis  
Ms Janene Rattray 
 

Social Program 
The Conference Dinner was held at the Oriental Tea House  
Date:   Monday 26 August 2013  
Time:   1900–2300 hours   
Ticket cost:  AUD$79  
Attendance:  79 delegates 
 

Sponsors 
A sponsorship prospectus was designed and distributed in December 2012.  The conference secured 
a total of $19,018.18 (ex GST) in sponsorship and trade income. Sponsorship secured is outlined 
below.   

 
Sponsorship targets were not achieved despite some 181 organisations contacted in relation to 
sponsorship.  The categories of organisations contacted included: 

• Universities 

• Large Corporate that support community activities 
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• Non for Profit organisations 

• Health services 

• Wholesale health companies i.e. clinical supplies, pharmaceuticals 
 

The majority of responses indicated they did not have the budget or had already allocated their 
budget.  The ICP also indicated they found gaining sponsorship difficult.  ICP did include infant 
formula companies but ACCYPN did not.  ACCYPN advised formula companies they would accept 
sponsorship or trade for their medical formulas but not infant formulas.   The formula companies 
declined this offer. 

 

Trade Display 
To avoid competition with ICP trade ACCYPN promoted the display as a Best Practice Display and 
encouraged participants to bring evidence of best practice. A consumer trade display Panda Pearls 
was secured by MCI as an exhibitor. The following are the companies that had a best practice 
display: 

• AIR LIQUIDE Healthcare 

• Australian College of Children and Young People’s Nurses 

• Australian College of Nursing  

• Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Service  

• Diversionary Therapy Techniques 

• Mater Health Services  

• NSW Kids and Families  

• School of Nursing, Queensland University of Technology 

 

Delegate Evaluation 
The 228 delegates were sent an electronic evaluation.  There were 117 responses (51.3%). The 
majority of the respondents (85%) found the content, program format and presentation was average 
to excellent. The majority of delegates that attended the Mater Classes found the format and content 
excellent. 
The opening ceremony was organised by the ICP and the Chair of ACCYPN was invited to be a part of 
the official party. There was some feedback that the ceremony was not inclusive. The Melbourne 
Convention Centre as a venue and the conference location in the venue was not viewed positively by 
many delegates. 
To keep costs down and to be aligned with ICP, ACCYPN organizing committee did not include lunch 
in the registration cost in line with International conferences.   Whilst delegates were advised of this 
on registration this information did not translate to reality once on site and received significant 
adverse feedback. 

 

Budget 
In 2013 there was a loss of $3957.25 plus GST.  The budget had been built on breakeven with 200 
delegates and $35,000 sponsorship.  This level of sponsorship was not achieved ($20,120 was 
achieved).  Savings were made in other areas to achieve the financial outcome.  
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Trends / Challenges 
Sponsors now request the demographics of the conference.  The majority of the delegates are from a 
clinical background and do not have “buying power”. This is potentially a barrier to some 
organisations sponsoring ACCYPN.  The financial crisis impacted upon sponsor budgets and this has 
increased the competition for the available sponsorship dollar.  In 2013 sponsors who had 
previously been repeat sponsors declined because of financial reasons. 
Revenue comes from sponsorship, trade and delegate registration fees. In the last two conferences 
there has been a loss. Trade and sponsorship had decreased markedly compared to the 2008 
Darwin conference.  
ACCYPN has aimed to keep registration for members at a minimum level. The graph below shows the 
trend over a nine year period. 
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Over this nine year period three of the five conferences either broke even (Melbourne 2006) or made 
a loss (Sydney 2011 and Melbourne 2013). 

 

Location and Delegate Numbers 
In 2008 ACPCHN decided to market the Darwin conference as a destination conference. Below are 
the delegate numbers for the latest three conferences. 
Darwin – 434 delegates 
Sydney – 216 delegates 
Melbourne – 228 delegates  
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Having the conference in Cairns in 2014 will provide further data to inform the location as a 
destination as an attraction for delegates. 

 

Summary 
The 2013 conference afforded ACCYPN an opportunity to expose the College on an International 
stage. The impact of this is not measurable but ACCYPN was able to promote professional nursing 
practice to developing countries where nurses do not have the same status (education and skill) as 
nurses do in Australia. Links were made with organisations and countries that can only help improve 
practice in both developed and developing countries.  Keynote speakers and concurrent papers 
were of a high standard and well received. 
For the first time in the history of ACCYPN a consumer opened the conference and gave the 
delegates insight into how health care is perceived from a consumer perspective. This opens the 
way for future partnerships with consumers. 
 
ACCYPN did align some practices (such as no conference lunch) to what is common practise 
internationally, but this was not well received by the delegates. 
 
The BOD made a decision to bring the conferences back to the even year and hold a boutique 
conference (2 days only) in Cairns in October 2014. The master Classes will reappear in 2016. The 
same branding and the concept of a destination conference will continue. 
 
The decreasing sponsorship availability in the market means that less reliance will have to be made 
on sponsorship supporting the delivery of the conference and either  fees will need to increase or 
other revenue found to ensure that the conferences do not continue to create a loss for the College. 

Financial Support for Clinical Meetings 

In accepting funds from the following companies does not imply ACCYPN support for the products. 
 
Chapter Events 2012-2013 that attracted financial support 
Western Australia Chapter 

Date Event Sponsor  Amount 

6th August Clinical Supper Bayer $200.00 

  Pfizer $200.00 

7th December Breakfast Aspen Nutrition $500.00 

Hesta Superannuation $500.00 

6th February 2014 Clinical Supper Medtronic $440.00  
(awaiting payment) 

8th April 2014 Clinical Supper Bayer $250.00 

19th June 2014` Midyear Dinner Hesta $500.00 

Bayer $650.00 

Aspen Nutritionals $650.00 

Babytastes $250.00 
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2013 Conference Sponsors 

Sponsor Amount 

Children’s Hospitals Foundations Australia  $12,000 inc GST 
 

Executive Excellence  $3,800 inc GST 

Panda Pearls  $1,600 inc GST 
 

Pfizer    
 

$1,320 inc GST  

University of Queensland   $550 inc GST 
 

John Wiley and Sons  $550 inc GST  
 

Continence Foundation Australia       
 

$1,100 inc GST 

Directors’ Names, Qualifications, Position, Place of Employment and Additional 
Responsibilities 

Name Position Additional Responsibility of the 
Board Directors 

Burton, Jacquie Registered Nurse 
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit 
Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne 
 

CNNO representative from April 
2012 
Chair of ACCYPN September to 
December 2013 
Member 2013 Conference 
Committee 

Colgrave, June Clinical Teacher Leader,  
Southern Cross University. 
 

Conference Chair of 2014 
Conference 
Member of the 2013 Conference 
Committee 

Gough, Leanne Clinical Practice Improvement 
Coordinator  
Child & Adolescent Health Service, 
WA 

 

Howard, Michele Clinical Service Coordinator 
Paediatric Unit 1C, Lyell McEwin 
Hospital SA 
 

Company Secretary Resigned as 
Director September 2013 
 

MacLeavy, Rosie Lecturer - Postgraduate Studies 
University of Tasmania 
 

Newsletter editor 
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Marron, Catherine Clinical Nurse Consultant 
Child Health Service 
Children’s Health Queensland 

Chair of ACCYPN since January 
2014. 

Pratt, Jan Casual Academic ACU, RN D Hlth Sc  
Adjunct Associate Professor 
School of Nursing, Faculty of Health, 
Queensland University of Technology 

 
 

Chairperson of BOD and 
resigned September  2013 
Chairperson 2013 Conference 
Committee 
Secretary of ACCYPN since 
September 2013. 
On the 2014 Conference 
Committee 

Youles, Anne Nurse Unit Manager 
Child Health Service 
Children’s Health Queensland 

Commenced as Director May 
2014 

 



Annual Report 2013-2014 Page 18 
 

Financial reports 
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